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Editorial  of  the  Month 


The  Foreign  Mission  Season 

FOREIGN  MISSION  DAY  is  the  climax  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Season.  Perhaps  the  season 
is  more  important  than  the  day.    At  any  rate,  the  day  without  the  season  will  never  be 
what  it  might  or  ought  to  be. 

In  1914  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  passed  the  following  action:  "That 
Foreign  Mission  Day  be  observed  on  the  second  Sunday  in  February  in  all  the  services  of  the 
day,  and  that  the  Epiphany  Season  be  set  apart  as  the  season  for  special  missionary  study, 
prayer  and  giving."  In  1936  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church 
adopted  the  following  period  of  special  emphasis  for  Foreign  Missions:  January  6th  to  the 
second  Sunday  in  February. 

At  the  initial  meeting  of  the  Board  of  International  Missions  of  the  Evangelical  and 
Reformed  Church,  October  27th,  1936,  the  following  actions  were  adopted:  "That  the  14th  of 
February,  1937,  be  designated  as  Foreign  Mission  Sunday;  that  a  campaign  for  missionary 
reading  and  study  be  instituted;  and  that  the  Executive  Secretaries  be  instructed  to  inaugurate 
a  plan  for  the  same  and  to  encourage  church  members  to  follow  such  a  plan  from  the  6th 
of  January  to  the  14th  of  February,  1937." 

Prayer 

On  Epiphany  Day,  January  6th,  the  Church  commemorates  the  visit  of  the  Wise  Men  to 
the  Infant  Christ,  and  celebrates  the  day  as  the  beginning  of  the  revelation  of  Jesus  to  the 
Gentiles.  This  is  a  most  fitting  day  on  which  to  begin  the  season  of  Foreign  Mission 
emphasis.  At  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  the  evening  was 
devoted  to  the  hearing  of  messages  from  the  missionaries  present.  One  of  the  most  earnest 
requests  of  the  missionaries  was  that  during  the  Foreign  Mission  Season  the  Church  be  urged 
to  give  itself  to  special  prayer  for  Missions.  It  was  suggested  that  Epiphany  Day,  January 
6th,  be  set  aside  in  the  churches  as  a  special  day  of  prayer  for  Missions.  During  the  whole 
season,  from  January  6th  to  February  14th,  the  pastors  and  Sunday-school  superintendents  are 
urged  to  remember  the  cause  of  Missions  in  their  public  prayer  and  to  encourage  the  members 
of  the  congregations  and  Sunday-schools  to  remember  Missions  in  their  private  devotions. 

Reading 

To  know  is  to  do.  The  first  requisite  for  missionary  interest  is  an  intelligent  understand- 
ing of  the  whole  missionary  enterprise.  For  this  purpose  reading  and  study  are  necessary. 
During  this  season  of  missionary  emphasis  three  books  should  be  circulated  among  our  con- 
stituency and  read  widely.  They  are:  "The  End  of  the  Beginning,"  a  narrative  of  the 
missionary  enterprise  of  the  Reformed  Church,  by  A.  V.  Casselman;  "Rethinking  Our  Mis- 
sionary Task  in  India,"  by  F.  A.  Goetsch,  and  "We  Are  Fifteen,"  by  Meta  S.  Schlundt. 
Several  copies  of  these  three  books  should  be  in  every  congregation  during  this  season  and 
readkig  circles  should  be  organized  for  their  circulation.  It  would  be  ideal  if  study  classes 
could  be  organized  in  each  congregation  for  a  six-weeks'  study  of  these  books. 

Giving 

In  the  Reformed  Church  Foreign  Mission  Day  has  always  been  a  day  for  gathering  a 
liberal  offering  for  the  cause.  Two  years  ago  one  of  the  finest  offerings  ever  gathered  on 
the  day  was  received.  Last  year  the  severe  winter  seriously  interfered  with  the  offering.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  this  disaster  will  be  avoided  this  year.  The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
is  planning  a  "Church-wide  World-wide  Enrollment"  of  every  member  of  the  Church  by  which 
it  is  hoped  to  produce  the  finest  Foreign  Mission  Day  offering  in  the  history  of  the  Church. 
If  this  result  is  attained  the  remaining  burden  of  indebtedness  on  the  Board  will  be 
eliminated. 

Concerning  the  giving  of  the  Evangelical  constituency  of  the  Church,  Secretary  V 
has  this  to  say:  "While  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  does  not  solicit  gifts  for  its  o  i 
during  the  period  of  emphasis,  it  is  convinced  that  the  period  may  be  used  very  proj 
stimulate  giving  for  the  benevolent  budget  of  the  Synod." 

If  during  the  season  from  January  6th  to  February  14th  the  membership  of  the  whole 
Church  is  diligent  in  praying  for,  studying  about,  and  giving  for  Missions,  the  Kingdom  of 
God  will  be  set  forth  and  sent  forth  triumphantly. 


The  Quiet  Hour 

Julia  Hall  Barteolomeit 


With  righteousness  shall  He  judge  the  poor,  and  reprove  with  equity  for  the  meek  of 
the  earth  .  .  .  They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain:  for  the  earth  shall 
be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea. — IsAlAH  11:  1-9. 


Reveal  to  each  one  of  us  as  many  of  those  higher 
truths  in  all  their  beauty  as  we  are  capable  of 
comprehending,  that  v,e  may  use  them  to  help, 
guide  or  sustain  any  who  are  in  doubt,  misconcep- 
tion or  distress. 

— Gilbert. 


"The  Church  if  true  to  Christ  will  obey  His  com- 
mand and  bear  witness  of  His  love  to  all  the  world. 
There  can  be  no  limit  to  the  witness,  and  no  real 
witness  without  love." 


Let  not  your  peace  rest  in  the  utterances  of  men, 
for  whether  they  put  a  good  or  bad  construction  on 
your  conduct,  does  not  make  you  other  than  you  are. 

— Thomas  a  Kempis. 


Every  man  is  a  missionary  now  and  forever,  for 
good  or  for  evil,  whether  he  intends  or  designs  it 
or  not. 

— Thomas  Chalmers. 

The  hiojhest  compact  two  people  can  make  is  that 
there  shall  be  truth  between  them  forevermore. 

— Ralph  Waldo  Emerson. 


When  a  man  makes  a  gift  of  his  daily  life  and 
practice  it  is  plain  that  in  that  truth,  whatever  it 
may  be,  he  is  sincere. 

— James  Russell  Lowell. 


Sadness  is  an  enemy  of  the  race,  she  poisons  the 
sweets  of  life,  therefore,  drive  her  from  your  heart. 
She  raises  the  loss  of  a  straw  to  the  destruction  of  a 
fortune,  and  while  she  vexes  the  soul  with  trifles  she 
robs  the  attention  to  the  things  of  consequence. 

— Dandemis. 

All  that  a  man  does  outwardly  is  but  the  expres- 
sion and  completion  of  his  inward  thought. 

— William  Ellery  Channinc. 


For  all  these  must  I  ask  Thy  aid,  0  Lord, 
That  Thou  wouldst  make  the  thankful  prayers 

to  start. 

But  for  the  love  which  binds  me  to  my  days 
I'm  on  my  knees  with  overflowing  heart. 

— Grace  Evelyn  Tobin. 


"Be  it  large  or  small,  every  gift  for  the  missionary 
work  of  the  Church,  if  it  is  worthy  in  God's  sight, 
shines  forth  as  light  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  What 
shall  make  it  worthy?  That  it  is  part  of  ourselves, 
freely  and  willingly  offered." 

"Only  two  things  count  in  a  human  life — the  in- 
fluence you  have  had  on  other  minds,  and  what  has 
lighted  up  your  soul."' 


Fine  thoughts  are  wealth,  for  the  right  use  of 
which  men  are — and  ought  to  be — accountable,  if 
not  to  Thee,  to  those  they  influence. 

— Bailey. 


There  is  only  one  way  to  get  ready  for  immor- 
tality, and  that  is  to  love  this  life  and  live  it  as 
bravely  and  faithfully,  and  cheerfully  as  we  can. 

— Henry  Van  Dyke. 


"Christ  left  us  more  than  a  moral  philosophy.  He 
gave  us  the  means  for  appropriating  His  divine  life. 
We  do  not  have  to  be  heavy  thinkers  to  be  Chris- 
tians.   What  we  need  is  a  sincere  desire." 


"We  must  learn  that  business  can  be  humanized, 
that  industry  is  made  for  man  and  not  man  for 
industry,  and  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  commer- 
cial witness  for  Christ." 

Knowledge  partakes  of  Infinity;  it  widens  with 
our  capacities;  the  higher  we  mount  in  it.  the  vaster 
and  more  magnificent  are  the  prospects  it  stretches 
out  before  us. 

— Hare 


The  Prayer 

/^PEN  wide  the  eyes  of  my  soul  that  I  may  see  good  in  all  things.  Grant  me  this  day  some  new  vision 
^  of  Thy  truth,  inspire  me  with  the  spirit  of  joy  and  gladness,  and  make  me  the  cup  of  strength  to 
suffering  souls;  in  the  name  of  the  strong  Deliverer,  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

— Phillips  Brooks. 
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Our  Motto:  The  Church  a  Missionary  Society — Every  Christian  a  Life  Member 


Missions — The  Heart  of  the  Church 

By  Rev.  Daniel  Burghalter,  D.D. 


THERE  is  much  superficial  thinking  about 
Missions.  And  much  that  is  spoken  and 
written  is  even  worse.  Our  materialistic,  un- 
believing and  often  outright  atheistic  age  may 
not  listen  to  anything  said  on  this  subject,  but 
the  hope  of  the  writer  is  that  such  as  may 
have  become  indifferent  or  lukewarm  toward 
missions,  and  especially  international  mis- 
sions, may  heed  a  new  challenge  to  a  whole- 
hearted enlistment  in  this  cause. 

There  still  lingers  in  the  minds  of  many 
Christians  the  old  notion  that  missions  are 
only  a  kind  of  annex  or  appendix  to  the 
Church,  instead  of  being  the  very  heart  of 
Christ's  gospel.  Such  persons  often  regard 
any  missionary  enthusiasm  as  an  unhealthy 
state  of  the  Church.  The  truth  is  that  such 
persons  are  suffering  with  heart  trouble.  For 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Church  missions 
are  the  very  inner  substance  of  Christianity. 

Why  do  we  engage  in  missions?  The  short- 
est answer  is  because  Jesus  Christ  commands 
it.  But,  missions  are  rooted  and  interwoven 
in  the  foundation  and  entire  superstructure  of 
everything  which  is  truly  Christian. 

In  Doctrine 

In  every  great  Bible  doctrine  missions  are 
imbedded.  For  example,  the  doctrine  of  God, 
the  Creator,  Who  made  all  men  of  one  blood, 
every  nation  of  men  to  dwell  on  all  the  face 
of  the  earth.  Who  would  have  all  men  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  and  be  saved, 
and  Whose  name  is  to  be  hallowed  and  Whose 
will  is  to  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
Or,  in  the  doctrines  concerning  Jesus  Christ, 
Whom  God's  love  for  the  world  gave  as  the 
Savior  of  all  men.  Or,  in  the  doctrines  con- 
cerning man,  a  creature  fallen  from  the  orig- 
inal glory  though  made  in  the  image  of  God; 
and  even  though  all  are  sinners,  yet  all  are 
intended  to  share  in  this  redemption  through 
Christ. 

In  Morality 

Missions  are  rooted  in  every  ethical  con- 
ception worthy  of  man.  To  mention  only  the 
great  moral  principle  of  love — God  is  love 


and  His  love  embraces  the  whole  world  of 
mankind.  If  we  are  to  become  like  Him  we 
will  share  in  this  love  for  all  mankind.  Any 
Christian  who  has  any  of  this  mind  of  God, 
as  expressed  in  Jesus  Christ,  will  seek  to  save 
his  fellowmen  everywhere.  It  is  futile  to  talk 
of  being  in  the  love  of  God  while  indifferent 
to,  or  refusing  to  share  the  Christ  we  have 
with  all  the  world. 

Missions  grow  out  of  the  very  character  of 
God,  and  if  we  are  His  children,  missions 
grow  out  of  our  character  even  though  we 
had  no  great  commandment,  "Go  ye  and  make 
disciples  of  all  the  nations." 

In  the  Church 

On  the  day  the  Church  was  born,  missions 
were  born  in  the  same  historic  act  of  God. 
The  great  Command — to  be  Christ's  witnesses 
from  Jerusalem  unto  the  end  of  the  earth — 
took  form  in  flesh  and  blood  in  these  disciples 
on  whom  the  Holy  Spirit  came  on  Pentecost 
— the  same  day  the  Church  was  born. 

How  can  one,  therefore,  regard  missions  as 
only  an  outgrown  and  useless,  if  not  a  harm- 
less, appendix  of  the  Church,  in  the  light  of 
Pentecost?  Such  is  an  unreasonable  explana- 
tion of  this  Scripture.  Instead,  we  are  forced 
to  acknowledge  missions  as  the  heart  of  the 
Church. 

In  History 

Missions  are  interlaced  and  interwoven  in 
the  history  both  of  the  Church  and  the  world. 
There  have  been  times  when  the  very  com- 
bination of  world  events  and  the  inner  state 
of  the  Church  have  compelled  the  Church  to 
propagate  or  perish.  True,  the  history  of 
missions  has  not  always  moved  in  a  straight 
line.  Much  like  modern  aviation,  there  are 
so-called  "air-pockets,"  when  the  airplane  is 
swerved  from  its  course.  There  have  been  as 
it  were  air-pockets  in  the  history  of  Christian- 
ity when  the  work  of  missions  dropped,  but 
never  has  there  been  a  fatal  crash.  Always 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  has  righted  her- 
self and  gone  forward  again  with  the  love, 
the  zeal  and  the  sacrifice  of  the  true  believers 
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renewed  to  bear  witness  for  their  Christ  to  all 
the  world. 

Missions  may  be  in  such  an  "air-pocket"  at 
the  present  time,  yet  the  true  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ  will  not  lose  faith  or  courage, 
but  by  the  power  and  guidance  of  their  great 
Unseen  Pilot  will  carry  on.  The  Church  has 
ever  been  the  bearer  of  missions,  and  mis- 
sions have  ever  been  the  planter  of  the 
Church.  The  two  can  never  be  separated  for 
they  were  born  in  the  same  act  of  God.  To 
separate  them  is  like  separating  soul  and 
body,  which  is  the  death  of  the  body — the 
Church. 

In  the  Races 

Rather  should  we  say  missions  are  bound 
to  be  inter-racial.  This  modern  cry  of  purity 
of  race  is  all  nonsense  finally.  The  Greek 
word  as  used  in  the  New  Testament  is 
"ethnos"  meaning  "race"  or  "nation."  This 
is  true,  but  it  is  also  equally  true  that  every- 
where in  this  Scripture  the  gospel  is  for  "all 
nations,"  or  "races"  or  "ethnos."    The  sub- 


stance of  this  ethnological,  or  racial,  or 
national,  teaching  is  emphatically  and  simply 
this — that  the  God  of  all  mankind  and  the 
Salvation  that  He  has  wrought  out  through 
Christ  the  Savior  of  all  men  are  adaptable  to 
"all  nations."  No  matter  what  their  govern- 
ment, their  culture,  or  their  civilization,  they 
can  assimilate  Christianity. 

The  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom  is  like  "light," 
"leaven,"  and  "seed."  In  fact,  the  "sons  of 
the  Kingdom"  are  the  "good  seed"  which  the 
Son  of  Man  casts  out  among  all  nations,  and 
everywhere  a  new  crop  of  Christians  springs 
forth.  Christianity  is  not  a  form,  nor  a  law; 
it  is  Spirit  and  it  is  life. 

The  fact  that  it  can  find  soil  for  lodgment 
among  every  nation,  or  race,  or  tribe,  or 
tongue,  proves  that  it  is  of  God,  Who  made 
all  these  nations  to  dwell  on  the  face  of  the 
earth — until  the  time  when  thev  shall  become 
not  as  the  poet  says — "The  parliament  of 
man  and  the  federation  of  the  world" — but 
the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth. 


"Missions  Tomorrow" 

Bv  Kenneth  S.  Latourette 


Professor  of  Missions  and  Oriental  History  in  Yale  University 


THAT  we  are  living  in  one  of  the  great 
ages  of  transition  is  so  much  of  a  com- 
monplace as  to  be  almost  a  banality.  Human- 
ity is  always  passing  from  one  era  to  another. 
The  present  seems  to  be  one  of  these  periods. 
In  the  magnitude  of  its  geographic  scope, 
however,  the  transition  in  which  we  are  living 
differs  from  any  other  of  which  we  have 
historical  record.  The  others  affected  imme- 
diately only  certain  portions  of  the  globe. 
Today  the  entire  human  race  is  involved. 

Among  the  widespread  and  influential 
movements  of  the  age  which  is  just  closing 
are  Christian  missions.  Few,  even  of  those 
most  closely  associated  with  them,  realize 
fully  their  masnitude.  their  skillful  adapta- 
tion to  the  conditions  of  the  era  which  is  now 
passing,  their  remarkable  vitality,  and  their 
enormous  contributions  to  the  race.  They 
have  been,  and  still  are,  one  of  the  most 
amazing  features  of  an  amazing  age.  What- 
ever the  mistakes  made  and  the  crudities  dis- 
played, and  thev  have  been  many,  none  who 
have  had  an  active  share  in  the  missionary 
movement  need  ever  feel  apologetic  for  the 
sum  total  of  the  results.  They  should  only 
be  humbly  and  profoundly  grateful  for  the 
privilege  of  association  with  an  enterprise 


which  has  made  such  notable  contributions  to 
the  welfare  of  millions  of  men  and  women. 
Like  all  movements  and  institutions  with 
which  faulty  and  imperfect  human  beings 
have  had  a  share.  Christian  missions  have  in 
their  record  some  pages  which  the  friends  of 
the  enterprise  would  be  glad  to  see  expunged. 
Few,  if  anv,  major  undertakings,  however, 
have  in  their  history  as  much  of  the  heroic 
and  beneficent  and  so  little  to  cause  their 
supporters  shame. 

Some  of  us  believe,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
the  needs  of  the  new  day  for  what  the  Chris- 
tian gospel  has  to  offer  are  fully  as  great  as 
are  those  of  the  one  now  ending.  We  are 
convinced  that  Christian  missions,  if  rightly 
modified  and  faithfully  supported,  have  an 
even  greater  function  in  the  decades  imme- 
diately ahead  than  they  have  had  in  the  cen- 
tury just  closing.  What  all  of  the  needed 
changes  are,  probably  no  one  now  clearlv 
knows.  Some  of  us  think  that  we  are  begin- 
ning to  see  the  general  direction  in  which  thev 
should  move.  We  are  heartened  by  the  signs 
of  continuing  vitality  and  by  indications  that 
the  realities  of  the  situation  are  being  faced 
by  many  actively  engaged  in  the  enterprise 
and  that  numbers  of  the  necessary  alterations 
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are  being  made.  No  one  with  an  eye  for  the 
facts  of  the  present  world  can  avoid  moments 
of  doubt.  Some  of  us,  however,  while  per- 
plexed, are  not  despairing.  We  would  like  to 
see  still  more  done.  We  are  not  always  sure 
what  that  should  be.  We  are,  however,  con- 
vinced that,  partly  because  of  the  achieve- 
ments in  the  century  which  is  just  behind  us, 
but  chiefly  because  of  our  faith  in  God,  the 
decades  ahead  may  prove  the  most  fruitful 


in  the  history  of  the  world-wide  Christian 
movement.  Difficult  and  perilous  the  new  day 
seems  destined  to  be,  but  also  marked  by 
hope. 


The  above  is  an  extract  from  Dr.  Latour- 
ette's  recent  book  which  should  be  read  and 
studied  by  every  student  of  missions.  By  per- 
mission of  the  publishers,  Harper  &  Brothers. 


Why  We  are  Returning  to  India 

By  Rev.  M.  P.  Davis,  D.D. 


I. 

SINCE  1868  our  missionaries  have  been 
working  among  the  two  million  persons 
mutually  assigned  to  our  Evangelical  Church. 
For  68  years  the  Gospel  has  been  preached, 
children  have  been  educated,  patients  have 
been  healed,  lepers  have  been  cleansed. 
Churches  have  been  established.  More- 
over, Mrs.  Davis  and  I  have  devqted  twenty 
years  to  service  in  India — are  we  not 
now  justified  in  remaining  in  America  and 
be  concerned  about  the  further  education  of 
our  five  children?  Isn't  the  church  and 
Christianity  sufficiently  established  in  India 
to  make  my  presence,  the  presence  of  all  mis- 
sionaries, unnecessary? 

What  does  India  say?  Gandhi  says:  "We 
need  you  to  carry  on  educational,  medical, 
vocational  and  other  philanthropic  work. 
India  is  too  poor  to  do  all  this  without  your 
financial  help  and  guidance."  The  sixty  mil- 
lion low  caste  and  depressed  classes  have 
learned  to  their  bitter  disappointment  that 
no  friendship  or  help  can  be  expected  from 
the  Hindus.  This  alone  would  be  sufficient 
to  cause  our  return. 

But  an  even  greater  question  enters  one's 
mind:  Does  the  Indian  Church  desire  us  to 
return?  In  our  own  area  the  congregations 
are  organized,  most  of  them  are  self-support- 
ins,  half  of  them  have,  or  can  have  their  own 
Indian  pastor.  Indian  Church  leaders  have 
given  definite  expression  to  their  conviction 
ill  the  matter.  Indian  pastors  and  Indian 
laymen  have  at  various  conferences  adopted 
clear-cut  resolutions,  the  brief  content  of 
which  is  about  as  follows:  "We  want  the 
foreign  missionary  in  our  midst  for  many 
years  to  come,  and  more  of  them,  for  these 
reasons:  to  give  us  the  benefit  of  their  train- 
ing, experience  and  knowledge  of  present  and 
past  Church  history.  They  can  guide  us  to 
help  us  avoid  pitfalls  and  errors  made  by  the 


Western  Churches.  We  also  need  financial 
support  from  the  sending  churches,  because 
India  is  far  too  poor  a  country  to  carry  on 
all  branches  of  mission  work  alone." 

"BUT,"  the  Indian  Church  leaders  add  one 
condition — "We  want  only  such  missionaries 
who  are  willing  to  come,  not  as  superiors 
but  as  equals,  who  are  willing  to  serve  with 
us,  alongside  of  us,  or  even,  when  advisable, 
under  us."  We  return  gladly  under  these 
conditions,  happy  in  the  fact  that  the  Indian 
Church  has  produced  such  able  leaders  along- 
side of  whom,  and  under  whom  it  will  be  a 
privilege  to  serve. 

II 

We  are  returning  in  order  to  help  save  the 
Church  at  home.  A  study  of  church  history 
and  observation  of  American  congregations 


Rev.  M.  p.  Davis,  D.D. 
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over  a  period  of  thirty  years  have  taught  us 
that  individual  congregations  or  denomina- 
tions who  are  lukewarm  in  the  foreign  mis- 
sion enterprise,  who  complacently  and  sel- 
fishly limit  their  outlook,  their  interest  and 
their  gifts  to  their  own  narrow  circle,  have 
not  reached  the  same  high  level  of  spiritual 
life  as  one  finds  in  congregations  which  make 
foreign  missions  an  integral  part  of  their 
church  program.  We  covet  for  our  Evangel- 
ical and  Reformed  Church  a  widespread 
Kingdom  interest  as  an  outward  manifesta- 
tion of  its  inward  healthy  religious  life. 

Ill 

We  are  returning  because  we  wish  to  be  in 
the  midst  of  great  things  about  to  take  place 
in  our  own  immediate  mission  area.  A  dis- 
tinct stirring  is  going  on  among  the  dead 
bones  (Ezek.  37),  the  lower  masses  are  show- 
ing definite  signs  of  movement.  What  our 
pioneers  longed  to  bring  about,  what  the 
Church  at  home  is  wishing  for,  what  God  has 
promised — that  His  word  shall  accomplish 
that  for  which  He  has  sent  it — is  beginning 
to  take  place.    The  atmosphere  is  pregnant 


with  a  bursting  forth  of  new  life — and  we 
want  to  be  there  when  this  takes  place.  In 
short,  we  have  many  reasons  to  believe  that 
many  persons  in  our  mission  area  are  seri- 
ously considering  the  invitation  of  Christ  to 
follow  Him.  The  present  force  of  mission- 
aries and  Indian  co-workers  would  be  far  too 
small  to  instruct  and  to  train  the  larger  num- 
ber which  are  expected  to  request  entry  into 
the  Christian  fold.  Not  to  be  there  when 
needed  most  would  be  an  unbearable  thought. 

IV 

We  are  returning  because  we  firmly  be- 
lieve Christ's  Kingdom  on  earth  can  never 
be  complete  without  India.  More  than  that, 
we  believe  India  has  a  capacity  for  religious 
life  which  will  make  a  contribution  to  and 
enrich  Christianity  of  the  West  after  having 
been  purified  and  vitalized  by  the  Spirit  of 
Christ.  Christian  theology  and  the  Christian 
Church  of  the  West  can  only  gain  by  this  con- 
tribution from  the  Church  of  India.  We 
desire  to  share  the  best  with  India  now,  and 
in  turn  have  them  share  their  enrichment 
through  Christ  with  America. 


Our  Border  Land 

Rev.  Ward  Hartman,  Yungsui,  Hunan,  China 


THE  above  title  was  assigned  to  me  and  I 
am  not  clear  as  to  just  what  was  ex- 
pected. Prvictically  anywhere  you  go  today 
in  China  there  are  missionaries  on  all  four 
sides  of  vou  and  so  it  is  here  in  the  Yungsui 
field. 

If  we  think  just  of  our  own  Mission  work, 
then  we  might  say  we  are  on  the  border- 
land since  all  the  other  work  is  nearer  the 
coast.  We  are  still  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
automobile  bus;  but  the  new  road  through 
this  section  is  nearing  completion,  so  we 
trust  that  by  the  next  time  we  travel  we  can 
go  by  bus.  It  was  five  days  of  walking  from 
Shenchow  to  Yungsui  last  week  but  the  walk- 
ing is  much  better  on  the  auto  road  than  it 


was  on  the  so-called  road  which  was  just  a 
path. 

We  are  on  the  border  in  so  far  as  the  Miao 
or  tribes-people  section  of  China  is  con- 
cerned. It  really  extends  from  here  right  on 
into  the  next  province  of  Kweichow  and  down 
into  Yunnan  province.  As  we  walked  through 
the  Miao  country  our  hearts  ached  for  the 
thousands  there  who  still  know  nothing  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  They  have  been 
an  oppressed  people  but  we  believe  condi- 
tions are  becoming  better  for  them.  How  we 
long  that  they  may  come  to  know  our  Christ 
as  their  Saviour.  Few  reallv  understand  the 
Chinese  language  so  it  is  very  difficult  to 
explain  the  Gospel  to  them. 
October  14,  1936. 


The  Cover  Page 


Another  one  of  the  excellent  photographs 
taken  by  Rev.  Gilbert  W.  Schroer  of  our 
Japan  Mission  adorns  the  cover  of  this  issue. 
It  shows  one  of  the  best  known  Shinto  shrines 
in  Iwate  Ken  and  the  one  most  frequently 


visited  in  Morioka.  Missionary  Schroer  asks 
us  to  "take  special  note  of  the  prayers  at- 
tached to  the  straw  rope  and  the  chewed 
paper  pellet  prayers  that  cling  to  the  name 
board  above  the  entrance." 


Home  Missions 

Charles  E.  Schaeffer,  Editor 


Supplementing  the  Apportionment 


ACCORDING  to  the  present  arrangement, 
the  work  of  the  four  major  Boards  of 
the  Church  is  supported  through  what  is 
called  "the  apportionment."  This  term  is  not 
always  and  not  generally  understood  by  the 
rank  and  file  of  our  membership.  Perhaps  it 
is  an  unfortunate  word,  but  no  other  appro- 
priate word  has  as  yet  been  offered  as  a 
proper  substitute.  The  word  "quota"  would 
scarcely  be  better  although  it  is  more  widely 
used,  at  least  in  some  other  circles.  The  word 
"budget"  would  not  adequately  express  what 
is  involved.  The  apportionment  is  the  amount 
of  money  required  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
Boards,  which  the  General  Synod  through  the 
Classes  assigns  to  the  congregations  to  raise 
during  the  course  of  the  year  for  these  ob- 
jects. It  represents  the  minimum  amount 
needed  by  these  agencies  of  the  Church,  and 
is  always  calculated  and  determined  with 
meticulous  care  and  knowledge  of  existing 
conditions.  It  is  never  arrived  at  arbitrarily. 
Two  factors  always  enter  into  consideration. 
These  are  the  needs  of  the  Boards  and  the 
ability  and  willingness  of  our  congregations. 
The  needs  of  the  Boards  are  almost  without 
limit,  since  every  Board  could  greatly  expand 
its  work  and  thus  multiply  its  needs,  but  the 
ability  and  willingness  of  our  congregations 
is  the  limit  beyond  which  neither  the  General 
Synod  nor  the  Classes  venture  to  go. 

When  once  the  apportionment  has  been 
accepted  by  the  Classes  and  the  congregations, 
the  payment  of  the  same  becomes  a  moral 
responsibility.  Since  it  applies  purely  in  the 
field  of  benevolence,  it  cannot  be  regarded  as 
a  legal  obligation,  but  for  the  Christian 
moral  obligations  have  just  as  great,  if  not 
greater,  force  than  legal  ones.  The  moral  law 
imposes  responsibilities  which  no  Christian 
man  or  woman  seeks  to  evade.  Every  Chris- 
tian knows  the  spiritual  damage  that  is 
wrought  by  shirking  moral  obligations.  It  is 
therefore  a  far  more  serious  matter  to  treat 
the  payment  of  the  apportionment  lightly  than 
some  folks  are  wont  to  suspect.  It  involves 
the  breakdown  of  the  whole  moral  structure 
of  life  which  the  Church  seeks  to  foster  and 
develop.  It  tends  to  nullify  the  preaching  of 
righteousness  and  the  application  of  a  code 
of  high  ethical  standards  to  life. 


But  in  spite  of  all  this  the  fact  remains 
that  less  than  half  of  the  apportionment  for  a 
given  year  is  paid  and  the  bulk  of  it  remains 
unpaid.  Naturally  this  proves  a  serious 
handicap  to  the  Boards  and  arrests  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Church.  The  Boards  are  not  al- 
ways in  a  position  to  readjust  their  programs 
to  their  shrinking  income  and  are  thus  obliged 
to  borrow  money  to  carry  on  their  work.  This 
is  a  very  serious  mistake.  The  benevolent 
work  of  the  Church  should  never  be  carried 
on  with  borrowed  capital.  This  is,  however, 
done  in  faith  and  hope.  The  Boards  believe 
and  hope  that  the  Church  will  come  forward 
in  the  not  distant  future  with  increased  con- 
tributions which  make  it  possible  to  cancel 
these  borrowings.  But  in  this  they  are  gen- 
erally disappointed.  Experience  has  proven 
that  the  debts  of  the  Boards  are  generally  not 
wiped  out  through  any  increases  in  their  re- 
ceipts. Consequently  two  courses  are  left 
open  for  them  to  follow.  One  is  to  curtail 
the  work  to  such  an  extent  as  will  enable 
them  not  only  to  "balance  the  budget,"  but  in 
addition  to  pay  off  their  indebtedness.  This 
is  naturally  a  slow  process  and  because  of 
interest  charges  the  payment  on  obligations 
mounts  up  considerably  over  a  period  of 
years.  The  other  recourse  is  to  go  before  the 
Church  with  a  special  appeal  for  extra  funds 
to  meet  the  emergency.  But  this  is  not  always 
so  successful.  Scarcely  ever  has  the  full 
amount  through  such  special  efforts  been 
raised.  Sometimes  the  response  has  been  piti- 
fully small.  Many  congregations  do  not  take 
kindly  to  special  appeals  and  often  hide  be- 
hind the  smoke  screen  that  they  give  through 
the  apportionments,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
they  do  not  always  pay  the  apportionment  in 
full.  Special  appeals  would  scarcely  ever  be 
necessary  if  the  apportionment  were  fully 
paid. 

In  the  light  of  the  above  conditions  which 
obtain  at  present,  I  venture  to  suggest  another 
way  whereby  the  apportionment  receipts  can 
be  supplemented. 

Of  course,  they  can  be  supplemented  by 
special  gifts,  by  contributions  made  by  indi- 
viduals, organizations  or  by  congregations 
themselves.  They  can  be  augmented  through 
legacies,  annuities  and  notes  payable  after 
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death.  Through  its  Church-building  Funds 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions  during  the  last 
fifty  years  has  built  up  a  sum  aggregating 
approximately  $700,000 — all  of  which  is  in- 
vested in  church  properties.  But  most  of 
these  special  contributions,  apart  from  those 
given  by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  for 
the  general  work  of  the  Board,  have  been 
placed  into  the  Church  Building  Department 
and  have  not  augmented  the  apportionment 
which  supplies  the  General  Fund,  out  of 
which  missionaries'  salaries,  interest  and 
necessary  expenses  are  paid. 

Individual  congregations  might  sponsor 
individual  missions  by  paying  the  appropri- 
ation to  such  missions,  over  and  above  the 
apportionment  allotted  to  them.  This  would 
establish  a  bond  of  unity  and  fellowship  and 
awaken  a  direct  interest  in  a  specific  mission. 
There  could  be  an  exchange  of  letters,  and 
even  of  pastors  at  times. 

But  there  is  still  another  way  which  would 
prove  of  substantial  help  to  the  Board.  Our 
Colleges  and  Seminaries,  as  everyone  knows, 
are  financed  largely  through  their  endow- 
ments. The  Board  of  Home  Missions  has  no 
endowment  as  such.  The  endowment  of  the 
Board  of  National  Missions  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  runs  into  many  millions.  The 
income  serves  as  a  reserve  fund  to  supple- 
ment the  apportionment.  Consequently  a 
shrinkage  in  apportionment  receipts  does  not 
greatly  embarrass  that  Board.  But  our  Board 
of  Home  Missions  is  living  from  hand  to 
mouth.  It  has  no  reserve  funds  from  which 
income  is  derived.  Why  not  endow  the  office 
of  the  General  Secretary?  We  endow  Pro- 
fessorships in  our  Colleges  and  Seminaries, 
even  the  office  of  President  of  one  of  our 
Theological  Seminaries  is  endowed.    A  gift 


of  $75,000  or  $100,000  would  endow  the 
office  of  the  General  Secretary  for  all  time 
to  come.  A  gift  of  $200,000  would  endow  the 
entire  staff  and  office  force  of  the  Board  and 
practically  take  care  of  all  "overhead"  ex- 
penses, thus  enabling  the  Board  to  apply  lit- 
erally every  dollar  of  the  apportionment  to 
the  support  of  the  missionaries.  This  would 
be  a  decided  help. 

One  of  our  leading  universities  in  America, 
through  its  President,  has  recently  issued  an 
appeal  for  large  sums  of  money  to  establish 
Scholarships,  whereby  worthy  students  may 
receive  substantial  aid  in  prosecuting  their 
studies  and  in  doing  research  work.  Would 
it  be  possible  to  establish  with  the  Board  of 
Home  Missions  something  similar  to  these 
Scholarships?  Why  not  provide  "Mission 
Endowments,"  which  would  involve  the  secur- 
ing of  special  sums  of  money,  the  income  of 
which  would  be  given,  over  a  definite  period, 
for  the  support  of  a  worthy  mission?  A 
friendly  rivalry  might  be  instituted.  A  mis- 
sion in  order  to  receive  this  definite  help 
would  have  to  meet  certain  standards.  A 
"Mission  Endowment"  of  $10,000  would  sup- 
ply $500  aid  to  a  mission.  A  similar  endow- 
ment of  $20,000  would  make  it  possible  for 
the  Board  to  start  a  new  mission  every  year! 
This  would  mean  progress  in  the  work.  It 
would  give  a  new  impetus  to  the  whole  enter- 
prise. It  would  set  the  Church  forward  by 
leaps  and  bounds.  Every  other  activity  in  the 
Church  would  soon  feel  the  helpful  effect. 
It  would  bring  deliverance  to  our  present 
state  of  bondage.  Are  there  not  men  and 
women  in  the  Church  with  sufficient  vision 
and  means  to  make  investments  of  this  nature 
for  the  extension  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in 
America? 


Notes 


The  Rev.  A.  V.  Vondersmith,  our  mission- 
ary at  Charlotte,  N.  C,  died  on  Friday,  No- 
vember 6th.  Brother  Vondersmith  came  to 
Charlotte  less  than  two  years  ago  from  the 
Hough  Avenue  Church  in  Cleveland.  He  was 
an  indefatigable  worker,  a  genial  personality 
and  had  greatly  endeared  himself  to  the  peo- 
ple whom  he  served  and  to  the  community 
where  he  labored.  Services  were  held  at 
Charlotte  on  Sunday  evening,  conducted  by 
Revs.  Lee  A.  Peeler,  D.D.,  and  H.  C.  Keller- 
meyer.  Another  service  was  held  on  Tuesday 
in  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  his  former  home,  where 
the  interment  also  took  place.   These  services 


were  in  charge  of  Rev.  Samuel  Lobach,  pas- 
tor of  Trinity  Church,  Waynesboro,  and  Dr. 
William  F.  DeLong,  representing  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions.  The  sympathy  of  the 
Board  goes  out  to  his  widow  who  is  the  sole 
survivor  of  the  family. 

«    •  • 

A  Church-building  Fund  of  $500  from  the 
estate  of  the  late  Mrs.  Ida  D.  Klopp,  of  Read- 
ing, Pa.,  was  received  by  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions.  A  donation  of  a  like  amount  was 
given  to  Mt.  Hermon  Reformed  Church,  Phil- 
adelphia, by  the  son  of  the  deceased. 
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St.  Paul's  Mission,  Allentown,  Pa.,  Rev.  E. 
E.  Sensenig,  pastor,  is  one  of  our  truly  typical 
mission  churches.  The  mission  is  located  in 
an  industrial  section  of  the  city  and  most  of 
its  members  belong  to  the  laboring  class.  For 
many  months  these  members  were  without 
employment  and  the  pastor  had  to  serve  as  a 
relief  agent  for  a  number  of  his  families  in 
liis  church.  Yet  out  of  their  small  means  this 
mission  co-operated  in  the  20,000  Club  plan. 
This  shows  what  can  be  done  where  there  is 
a  willing  mind  and  where  the  pastor  brings 
the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  people. 


Dr.  Alexander  Toth  has  been  visiting  a 
number  of  our  Hungarian  churches  and  has 
met  with  a  very  favorable  reception  wherever 
he  has  gone.  He  seeks  to  relate  these 
churches  more  vitally  to  the  general  work  of 
the  Church  and  the  result  has  been  that  the 
congregations  he  has  visited  have  made  defi- 
nite plans  to  pay  their  apportionments  in  full. 
One  reason  why  they  did  not  contribute  more 
liberally  in  the  past  has  been  the  fact  that 
thev  did  not  fully  understand  the  system  nor 
the  causes  to  which  these  monies  were  ap- 


plied. We  can  expect  good  reports  from  our 
Hungarian  congregations. 

♦  *  * 

Trinity  Church,  Canton,  Ohio,  Rev.  H. 
Nevin  Kerst,  D.D.,  pastor,  holds  the  banner 
for  securing  the  largest  number  of  units  in 
the  20,000  Club  plan.  160  units  were  turned 
in.  If  every  church  had  reached  this  stand- 
ard a  great  deal  more  than  the  amount  asked 
for  would  have  been  received.  Dr.  Kerst  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Board  for  many  years 
and  knows  the  needs  of  the  Board  in  carrying 
on  its  work. 

The  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  Rev.  F.  C.  Seitz,  D.D.,  pastor  of  the 
Second  Church,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  is  likewise 
to  be  congratulated  for  his  efforts  in  securing 

54  memberships  for  the  20,000  Club. 

*  *  * 

The  Board  of  Home  Missions  has  recently 
received  a  check  for  $1,000  from  the  estate  of 
the  late  Mary  Wiant,  of  Quakertown,  Pa.,  to 
establish  two  Church-building  Funds. 

Another  Church-building  Fund  of  $500  has 
been  contributed  in  memory  of  the  late  Rev. 
R.  Franklin  Main,  New  Brunswick,  Md.,  by 
his  brothers  and  sisters. 
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HOW  is  the  20,000  Club  coming  along? 
This  is  a  question  the  writer  is  fre- 
quently asked  by  members  of  the  Church 
either  through  the  mail  or  in  personal  con- 
versation. No  doubt  you  are  anxious  to 
know.  As  of  December  5th,  the  cash  receipts 
on  the  20,000  Club  are  $16,216.50.  This 
does  not  include  the  amounts  subscribed  bv 
the  missionaries  and  charged  off  their  back 
salaries  due  them.  It  is  cash  money  contrib- 
uted by  members  and  organizations  through- 
out the  entire  Church. 

We  have  no  means  of  knowing  how  much 
is  pledged  to  the  20,000  Club  because  only  a 
comparatively  small  number  of  the  congrega- 
tions have  reported  and  a  great  many  are  still 
soliciting  members  for  the  Club.  Of  the  ones 
reporting,  quite  a  number  have  reached  their 
quota  of  6%  of  their  membership  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Club.  There  are  a  number  of 
congregations  where  they  thought  they  could 
not  reach  their  quota,  but  they  soon  discov- 
ered that  the  goal  they  set  for  themselves  was 
too  low,  so  they  had  to  push  the  goal  higher. 
They  reached  their  quota  and  went  way  be- 
yond it.  This  has  been  done  in  a  number  of 
cases  where  some  active  member  was  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  getting  members  for 


The  20,000  Club 

the  Club.  One  case  came  to  the  writer's  at- 
tention where  nothing  was  being  done,  the 


attitude  was  that  nothing  could  be  done.  A 
woman,  busy  with  other  duties,  thought  dif- 
ferent. She  authorized  herself  a  solicitor  for 
the  Club.  In  a  short  time  she  had  twenty 
members,  a  total  of  $200.00.  This  could  be 
duplicated  in  many  places. 

A  few  weeks  ago  a  member  of  the  Staff  vis- 
ited a  congregation  in  the  interest  of  the 
20,000  Club.  In  a  group  of  a  little  more 
than  one  hundred  people,  within  a  period  of 
fifteen  minutes,  almost  $200.00  was  sub- 
scribed for  this  cause.  It  can  be  done,  but 
someone  must  be  appointed  in  each  congre- 
gation to  look  after  this  work.  It  is  ever 
true — "What  is  everybody's  business  is  no- 
body's business." 

Have  you  joined  the  Club?  Have  you 
asked  some  other  member  to  join?  Perhaps 
in  addition  to  one  membership  you  are  able 
to  take  more.  We  are  glad  to  report  that 
many  are  doing  this. 

Wishing  you  a  Blessed  Christmas  Season, 
and  you  can  help  to  make  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  a  blessed  one  by  sending  in  your 
membership  to  the  20,000  Club. 

Wm.  F.  DeLong,  Treasurer. 


Foreign  Missions 

John  H.  Poorman,  Editor 


The  Semi-Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board 


THE  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church 
was  held  in  the  Schaff  Building  on  Novem- 
ber 12th  and  13th,  1936.  This  semi-annual 
meeting  is  always  an  important  one.  At  this 
meeting  the  old  year  is  for  the  most  part  past. 
We  know  what  has  happened  in  the  home 
church  and  on  the  foreign  field.  The  new 
year  is  ahead  of  us;  and,  in  the  light  of  the 
past  year,  we  must  provide  for  the  new  year. 
This  is  the  challenging  situation  which  con- 
fronts the  Board  every  year.  This  year  was 
no  exception,  and  for  two  days  the  Board 
wrestled  with  its  problems. 

The  attendance  at  this  meeting  of  the  Board 
was  especially  gratifying.  Nearly  all  the 
members  and  officers  of  the  Board  were  pres- 
ent. In  addition  all  the  missionaries  at  home 
on  furlough  were  present  and  helped  with 
their  counsel  and  advice.  Added  to  this  good- 
ly company  we  were  privileged  in  having  the 
gracious  presence  of  Secretary  F.  A.  Goetsch 
and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Ehlers  as  visiting  representa- 
tives of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Evangelical  Synod. 

The  Minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Japan  Mission,  which  had  just  been  received, 
reported  some  very  interesting  progress  in 
the  work  in  the  Japan  field.  Chief  among  the 
happenings  of  the  Japan  Mission  last  year 
were  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  North 
Japan  College  in  the  spring  and  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  Miyagi  College  last  fall. 
These  two  anniversaries  served  to  bring  to 
the  attention  of  the  Mission,  the  Japanese  peo- 
ple, and  the  Church  here  at  home  the  fact 
that  in  these  fifty  years  marvelous  things  have 
been  done  for  the  extension  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  in  Japan.  Another  one  of  the  signifi- 
cant reports  from  Japan  was  the  fact  that  the 
Seminary  of  the  North  Japan  College  is  to  be 
united  with  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  Japan  in  Tokyo.  This  is 
one  of  those  marked  evidences  of  progress. 
The  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan  is  coming  of 
age  and  is  doing  things  for  itself.  This  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  while  it  co-operates  with 
the  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Re- 
formed Churches  in  Japan,  is  nevertheless  a 
distinctive  Japanese  institution  of  the  Japan- 
ese Church. 


The  Minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
China  Mission  reveal  the  fact  that  in  the  midst 
of  tremendous  political  and  social  upheavals 
throughout  China  the  Mission  this  past  year 
has  been  able  to  carry  on  its  work  without 
serious  interference.  The  fact  that  the  Mis- 
sion Meeting  was  held  in  Shenchow  is  itself 
a  significant  testimony  to  more  quiet  condi- 
tions in  that  section  of  China.  Another  sig- 
nificant thing  is  the  fact  that  the  missionaries 
were  enabled  to  charter  a  bus  and  make  this 
trip  over  a  new  automobile  road.  It  used  to 
take  weeks  to  go  by  boat  from  Yochow  to 
Shenchow.  The  China  Mission  reported  in- 
teresting and  inspiring  progress  in  practically 
every  phase  of  evangelistic,  educational  and 
medical  work.  One  of  the  most  encouraging 
things  in  the  report  is  the  testimony  to  the 
more  co-operative  and  friendly  attitude  of  the 
Chinese  people  and  especially  of  the  Chinese 
provincial  government. 

From  the  United  Mission  in  Me'sopotamia 
came  the  report  that  the  representative  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  Mission  had  had  a 
very  successful  year  in  evangelistic  touring 
and  in  the  sale  of  the  Bible  and  Christian 
literature. 

Two  most  difficult  tasks  confront  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  at  this  semi-annual  meeting. 
One  is  to  estimate  the  income  for  the  coming 
year,  and  the  other  is  to  make  a  budget  for 
the  Missions  from  that  estimate.  The  solu- 
tion of  these  problems  falls  to  the  finance 
committee  which  met  the  day  previous  to  the 
Board  meeting.  The  task  is  a  hard  one.  No 
one  knows  just  what  the  income  for  the  next 
year  will  be,  and  yet  a  definite  budget  must 
be  adopted  for  the  Missions.  Both  the  Board 
and  the  Missions  must  have  a  budget  to  work 
on.  The  finance  committee  arrives  at  its  esti- 
mate by  taking  as  a  working  basis  the  receipts 
from  November  1st  of  the  preceding  year  to 
November  1st  of  the  current  year.  This  was 
a  rather  sad  task  this  year.  The  receipts  for 
the  General  Fund  from  November  1st,  1934, 
to  November  1st,  1935,  were  $203,108.13; 
from  November  1st,  1935.  to  November  1st, 
1936,  the  receipts  were  S194,342.71.  This 
was  a  cause  for  definite  alarm.  Two  years 
ago  the  receipts  in  the  General  Fund  from 
which  the  estimate  is  made  were  larger  than 
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the  preceding  year.  This  year  they  were 
smaller.  It  had  been  hoped  that  this  year 
some  of  the  devastating  and  distressing  cuts 
in  the  missionaries'  salaries  and  mission  work 
allowances  could  be  restored.  However,  the 
finance  committee,  facing  the  judgment  of 
these  figures,  felt  with  reluctance  and  deep 
sorrow  that  it  could  not  add  anything  to  the 
budget  of  last  year  and  that  the  missionaries 
and  the  Missions  would  have  to  continue  to 
mark  time  for  another  year.  The  Church 
ought  to  know  and  ponder  upon  this  fact.  In 
these  days  of  evidently  increasing  prosperity 
the  comparative  figures  of  the  last  two  years 
are  a  sad  testimony. 

A  detailed  estimate  of  the  budget  for  the 
year  1937  is  as  follows: 

Income 

Apportionment   1150,000.00 

Specials    12,000.00 

Woman's  Missionary  Society 

G.  S   36,000.00 

Bequests    8,000.00 

Foreign  Mission  Day    12,676.51 

Evangelical  Board    15,000.00 

  $233,676.51 

Expenditures 

Japan  Mission   $111,856.95 

China  Mission    61,319.56 

Mesopotamia    5,500.00 

India    10,000.00 

Honduras    3,000.00 

Africa  or   Honduras  and/or 

India    2,000.00 

Administrative    12,000.00 

Literature    750.00 

Field  Work    5,9.50.00 

Co-operative  Departments  . . .  1,000.00 

Interest    18,000.00 

Retirement  and  Pension  Fund  600.00 
Interdenominational  Work  . .  700.00 

Emergency  Fund   1,000.00 

  $233,676.51 

The  China  Mission  is  calling  loudly  for 
evangelists,  teachers,  doctors  and  nurses. 
The  Japan  Mission  beseeches  the  Board  to 
send  out  evangelists  to  take  the  place  of  those 


who  have  passed  on  and  teachers  to  take  the 
place  of  those  who  have  been  invalided  home. 
The  United  Mission  in  Mesopotamia  calls  for 
a  woman  teacher.  Several  applications  were 
received  for  some  of  these  positions,  but  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  the  budget  had  to  be 
kept  the  same  as  last  year  it  was  impossible 
to  accept  any  of  these  applicants. 

Especially  serious  is  the  call  of  China  for 
an  American  doctor  to  superintend  and  ad- 
minister the  work  of  our  hospitals  in  Yochow 
and  Shenchow.  With  the  new  automobile 
communication  between  the  cities  it  is  now 
possible  for  one  doctor  to  administer  the  af- 
fairs of  both  hospitals.  The  China  Mission 
at  its  meeting  two  years  ago  set  as  its  first 
requirement  the  necessity  for  the  presence  of 
an  American  doctor.  It  is  encouraging  to 
note  that  a  committee  of  the  Board,  headed 
by  Dr.  G.  W.  Hartman,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
is  challenging  the  doctors  of  Eastern  Synod 
to  support  the  doctor  for  our  hospitals  in 
China. 

An  exceptional  and  delightful  occasion  in 
connection  with  this  semi-annual  meeting  of 
the  Board  was  the  dinner  conference  at  the 
evening  session  with  the  missionaries  on  fur- 
lough. After  the  dinner  the  missionaries  were 
given  the  opportunity  of  saying  whatever  they 
desired  to  the  Board  concerning  their  work 
or  the  work  of  the  Board.  They  opened  up 
their  hearts  and  did  so.  Addresses  were  de- 
livered by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  D.  B.  Schneder,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Paul  V.  Taylor,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
George  S.  Noss,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Seiple,  Miss 
Mary  E.  Gerhard,  Rev.  Alfred  Ankeney,  Dr.  J. 
G.  Rupp,  Dr.  A.  V.  Casselman,  and  Dr.  C.  E. 
Creitz.  In  his  closing  remarks  Dr.  Creitz 
stated  that  in  all  his  years  as  president  of  the 
Board  he  had  not  experienced  such  a  profit- 
able and  inspiring  meeting  as  this.  Both  mis- 
sionaries and  Board  members  faced  the  com- 
ing year  with  renewed  hope,  confidence,  cour- 
age and  faith. 


The  Board  of  International  Missions 


IN  the  draft  of  the  new  Constitution  of  the 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church,  which 
was  adopted  by  General  Synod  last  June  and 
which  is  now  under  consideration  by  the 
Church,  the  work  of  Missions  beyond  the 
bounds  of  the  home  land  is  committed  to  a 
Board  of  International  Missions  of  twelve 
members.  Of  course,  this  Board  cannot  be 
finally  constituted  until  the  new  Constitution 
is  adopted  by  the  Church;  and  the  General 


Synod  ordered  the  Boards  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions of  the  two  Churches  to  function  until 
that  time.  However,  the  General  Synod  made 
it  plain  by  numerous  actions  that  it  expected 
these  Boards  to  plan  for  the  merging  of  the 
work. 

Pursuant  to  this  purpose  of  General  Synod, 
the  persons  officially  designated  by  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  in  the  report  of  its  Committee  on 
Foreign  Missions  met  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
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October  27th,  1936.  After  reviewing  the  ac- 
tions of  General  Synod,  the  following  signifi- 
cant action  was  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
practical  preparation  for  a  united  Board: 

"That  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the 
expressed  will  of  General  Synod,  'that  the 
responsible  persons  in  both  branches  of  the 
Church  now  charged  with  the  task  of  bringing 
the  merger  to  actual  consummation  and  with 
the  duty  of  integrating  the  work  of  the  corre- 
sponding denominational  boards,  bend  every 
effort  to  authorize  and  actually  establish  the 
work  of  the  united  Church  on  a  united  basis,' 
this  assembly  now  proceed  to  the  organization 
of  a  Board  of  International  Missions  to  be  a 
joint  consultative  and  administrative  agency 
of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Synod  of  North  America  and  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  the  actions  of 
which  shall  be  binding  when  submitted  to  and 
approved  by  the  above  stated  Boards  of  For- 
eign Missions." 

The  membership  of  the  Board  of  Interna- 
tional Missions  is  as  follows:  For  the  Evan- 
gelical Synod  of  North  America,  Rev.  Theo. 
R.  Schmale,  Rev.  August  C.  Rasche,  D.D., 
Rev.  Th.  H.  Twente,  Paul  Schulz,  Esq.,  Mrs. 
Ida  Pauley  and  Rev.  J.  Otto  Reller;  and  as 
coopted  advisory  members.  Rev.  E.  Schmidt 
and  Rev.  G.  Siegenthaler.  For  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  Rev.  G.  H. 
Gebhardt,  Rev.  T.  W.  Hoernemann,  D.D., 
Elder  Henry  C.  Heckerman,  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Anewalt,  Rev.  E.  F.  Holfmeier,  D.D.,  and  Rev. 
F.  W.  Knatz;  and  as  coopted  advisory  mem- 
bers. Rev.  C.  E.  Creitz,  D.D.,  and  Elder  David 
A.  Miller. 

The  Board  organized  by  electing  the  fol- 
lowing officers:  Chairman,  Rev.  Theo. 
Schmale;  Vice-Chairman,  Rev.  G.  H.  Geb- 
hardt; Recording  Secretary,  Rev.  August  C. 
Rasche,  D.D.;  Treasurer,  Elder  H.  C. 
Heckerman. 

The  business  of  the  Board  very  naturally 
divided  itself  into  two  major  types — the  work 
that  can  be  done  together  now  and  planning 
for  the  united  work  of  the  future. 

It  was  found  that  there  were  many  interest- 
ing and  important  things  we  could  do  togeth- 
er immediately.  Each  of  the  Boards  of  For- 
eign Missions  of  the  two  Churches  has  put  in 
its  budget  for  1937,  $15,000.00  for  the  other 
Board.  The  Board  of  International  Missions 
instructed  the  Treasurers  of  the  two  Boards 
to  pay  to  their  sister  Board  one-twelfth  of  this 
amount  each  month.    In  this  way  every  mem- 


ber of  the  "E"  group  will  be  really  and  truly 
contributing  to  Missions  in  Japan,  China  and 
Iraq;  and  every  member  of  the  "R"  group 
will  be  just  as  truly  contributing  to  Missions 
in  India  and  Honduras.  The  Executive  Sec- 
retaries of  the  Boards  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  study  carefully  all  the  periodicals 
published  by  the  two  Boards  and  to  submit 
definite  plans  for  the  publication  of  a  suit- 
able missionary  magazine;  but  for  the  present 
The  Outlook  of  Missions  is  commended  to 
the  entire  constituency  of  the  Church.  For 
the  season  of  emphasis  on  Foreign  Missions 
authorized  by  General  Synod,  the  Executive 
Secretaries  were  instructed  to  prepare  a  four- 
page  leaflet,  a  poster  and  rotogravure  picture 
sheets.  They  were  also  instructed  to  institute 
a  campaign  for  missionary  reading  and  study- 
ing during  this  period  of  missionary  empha- 
sis. A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a 
"Who's  Who  in  Missions"  for  distribution  in 
the  Church  and  also  a  prayer  calendar.  A 
list  of  all  missionary  literature  and  visual 
education  material  is  to  be  prepared  for  the 
Church  so  that  our  people  will  know  what  is 
available  for  missionary  education.  Four 
committees  were  appointed  among  the  Board 
members  for  mission  study  of  the  various 
fields  by  the  members  of  the  Boards. 

With  regard  to  the  future  some  very  sig- 
nificant forward-looking  actions  were  taken. 
Investigation  has  revealed  the  fact  that  there 
are  many  people  in  both  constituencies  of 
the  united  Church  who  are  contributing  to 
various  mission  fields  in  Africa.  It  was 
thought  that  if  we  could  gather  these  offerings 
together  under  our  own  Board  it  would  be 
entirely  possible  to  open  a  mission  field  in 
Africa;  so  the  Board  appointed  a  committee 
of  six  to  investigate  the  possibilities  and  ad- 
visability of  establishing  a  mission  field  in 
Africa.  The  chairmen  of  the  two  Boards  and 
the  two  Executive  Secretaries,  with  Rev.  E. 
Schmidt,  former  Secretary  of  the  Evangelical 
Board,  were  constituted  a  committee  to  study 
the  missionary  policy  of  the  Board.  The  two 
Executive  Secretaries  were  appointed  a  sub- 
committee of  the  Committee  on  Policy  for  the 
preparation  of  a  new  Manual  for  the  Board. 
A  committee  consisting  of  Paul  Schulz,  Esq., 
and  the  Executive  Secretaries  was  appointed 
to  consider  the  matter  of  a  new  charter.  The 
Executive  Secretaries  were  instructed  to  get  in 
touch  with  the  new  committees  of  General 
Synod  on  a  new  Hymnal  and  Book  of  Wor- 
ship and  suggest  material  for  the  missionary 
sections  of  the  Hymnal  and  Book  of  Worship 
of  the  united  Church. 
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Four  Women  of  China 

I.    MISS  TSENG  PAO-SWEN 
By  Grace  S.  Yaukey 


I WANT  to  picture  to  you  Miss  Tseng 
Pao-Swen,  of  Changsha,  the  capital  of 
Hunan  province.  She  is  of  official  family, 
her  great  grandfather  being  the  famous  Tseng 
Kou-Fan.  The  three  people  who  influenced 
her  most  were  her  grandmother,  a  strong 
Confucian  and  a  woman  of  great  personality; 
her  father,  a  great  student  and  an  agnostic, 
and  her  mother,  who  was  a  devoted  worship- 
per of  popular  idols. 

As  a  child  she  was  taught  by  private  tutors 
in  the  home  and  recalls  the  terror  which  came 
to  her  at  night  as  she  lay  in  one  of  the  many 
rooms  of  the  great  family  house,  thinking  of 
what  she  had  read  in  books  such  as  "Strange 
Stories  from  a  Chinese  Studio." 

At  fifteen  she  entered  a  government  normal 
school  and  came  much  in  contact  with 
the  revolutionary  propaganda  against  the 
Manchus,  the  ruling  class,  a  feeling  so  ramp- 
ant at  that  time. 

When  she  was  graduated  from  the  normal 
school  she  was  somehow  persuaded  by  a 
friend  to  enter  a  mission  school.  Her  first 
impressions  of  Christianity  were  not  good.  It 
seemed  to  her  too  simple,  intellectually  much 
inferior  to  either  Buddhism  or  Confucianism. 
The  literary  quality  of  the  Bible  was  poor. 
She  felt  the  Christians  unpatriotic.  But  one 
day  she  had  an  experience. 

"One  day  I  was  seated  alone  beside  the 
pagoda  on  the  top  of  a  sacred  mountain. 
Before  me  spread  the  placid  water  of  West 
Lake  surrounded  by  the  purple  shadows  of 
the  distant  hills.  All  was  still  and  silent  ex- 
cept for  the  gentle  breeze  stroking  the  face 
of  the  water  into  laughing  ripples.  As  I  gazed 
upon  this  ephemeral  landscape  I  was  op- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  the  impermanence  of 
all  things.  In  a  few  short  years  where  shall 
1  be?  What  will  become  of  this  lake?  Was 
there  any  purpose  in  the  universe  or  was  it  all 
vanity  of  vanities?  I  brooded  over  the  prob- 
lem so  that  my  principal  thought  that  I  was 
sick.  When  she  found  out  my  trouble  she 
persuaded  me  to  read  the  Bible  and  pray  with 
her.  This  I  did  conscientiously,  and  after  a 
half  year  of  study  I  discovered  the  wonderful 
personality  of  Jesus — -His  love  for  all  men, 
jHis  undaunted  courage.  His  social  passion, 
lall  standing  out  above  anything  that  I  had 
known  in  Confucianism." 


In  1912  she  went  to  England  for  further 
study  and  while  there  came  into  contact  with 
great  religious  thinkers  who  made  her  change 
her  feeling  about  the  intellectuality  of  Chris- 
tianity. 

While  she  was  in  England  her  grandmother 
died.  Upon  her  return  she,  her  cousin  and 
a  friend  established  a  school  for  girls  in 
Changsha,  naming  it  the  I  Fang  School,  in 
memory  of  her  grandmother.  This  school 
has  been  and  still  is  well-known  throughout 
China  for  its  high  standards  and  strong  Chris- 
tian character.  It  has  always  been  independ- 
ent of  Western  funds  and  yet  closely  co-op- 
erating with  missions  and  people  of  the  West. 

In  1927,  with  the  coming  in  of  the  Com- 
munist regime,  she  was  put  to  a  particularly 
difficult  test.  Other  Christian  schools  volun- 
tarily closed  down  in  order  to  avoid  trouble. 
The  Western  teachers  of  her  school  evacuated 
the  city  on  consular  order.  Miss  Tseng  was 
strongly  advised  to  close  her  school  and  leave 
the  city,  but  she  and  her  students  determined 
to  do  neither.    I  read  from  her  own  words: 

"My  friends  advised  us  either  to  identify 
ourselves  with  the  Party  Organization  and 
fall  in  line  with  their  numerous  requirements, 
such  as  street  demonstrations  and  suspension 
of  class  work,  or  else  voluntarily  close  the 
school  and  withdraw  from  the  city  before  it 
was  too  late.  But  my  students  and  I  would  do 
neither,  for  as  followers  of  Christ  we  felt  we 
could  not  compromise.  On  April  8th  armed 
men  with  drawn  swords  and  bayonets  sur- 
rounded our  school  and  forced  us  to  close. 
Then  I  learned  the  meaning  of  completely 
putting  myself  in  the  hands  of  God.  The 
school  was  full  of  young  girls  and  it  was 
surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  poorly  disciplined 
soldiers.  It  was  a  time  of  great  confusion. 
Yet  we  were  able  to  carry  out  our  plan  of  a 
farewell  meeting  and  marched  out  of  the 
school  in  an  orderly  manner  unharmed. 
Everyone,  even  the  youngest  pupil,  faced  the 
situation  courageously  without  a  sign  of  a 
tremor,  conscious  of  the  presence  of  the  Sav- 
iour in  our  midst." 

It  was  a  great  joy  to  Miss  Tseng  that  she 
was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Jerusalem  Meet- 
ing of  the  International  Missionary  Confer- 
ence in  1928.  It  brought  to  her  more  vividly 
than  ever  before  a  picture  of  a  possible  world 
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brotherhood  and  of  God's  revelation  of  Him- 
self through  man. 

Miss  Tseng  is  no  longer  young  and  life  has 
been  one  strenuous  effort  for  her,  but  it  has 
also  had  much  of  satisfying  joy  in  it  in  the 
work  she  has  done  and  the  position  she  has 
taken  in  Christian  testimony.    Here,  then,  is 

Leaders  of  the  New  China 


]\Iiss  Ruth  Hsu 

The  young  lady  pictured  above  is  Miss 
Ruth  Hsu,  Dean  of  Studies  at  David  Hill 
Girls'  School,  a  Christian  School  under  the 
direction  of  the  Methodist  (Wesleyan) 
Church,  Hanyang,  Hupeh.  Hanyang  is  one 
of  the  three  cities  forming  the  metropolitan 
area  of  greater  Hankow. 

Miss  Hsu  is  the  second  daughter  of  a  mili- 
tary official  of  the  Ch'ing  dynasty  in  China. 
After  the  revolution  of  1911  he  became  a 
merchant  and  a  Christian,  in  the  city  of 
Yochow,  where  he  joined  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  during  his  last  years  acted  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  Hoy 
Memorial  Hospital. 

Miss  Hsu  graduated  from  Ziemer  Memorial 
Girls'  School,  Yochow,  Fuh  Siang  Middle 
School,  Changsha,  and  Central  China  (Hua 
Chung)  College,  Wuchang  (1933),  all  of 
which  are  associated  with  the  work  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  China.    She  is  the  first 


a  woman  of  China  of  most  cultured  back- 
ground, grounded  in  the  old  religions,  who 
has  thrown  them  independently  aside  as  prin- 
ciples of  living,  taking  for  herself  the  person- 
ality of  Jesus  and  not  fearing  to  let  it  cost 
what  it  will. 

from  Central  China  College 

woman  graduate  of  the  School  of  Education, 
and  the  first  Reformed  Church  graduate  of 
Hua  Chung  College. 

She  acted  as  Doctor  Casselman's  inter- 
preter on  his  recent  visit  to  China. 

Her  mother,  brother  and  sister  are  dead. 
She  buried  her  father  a  month  ago.  One 
younger  brother  remains.  She  has  entire  re- 
sponsibility for  the  education  of  this  brother. 

Her  education  and  equipment  for  service 
was  made  possible  by  Reformed  Church 
schools  and  scholarship  aid;  her  father, 
being  of  the  old  school,  preferred  to  spend 
what  money  he  had  on  the  education  of  his 
sons. 

Li  Yu  Seng 
Mr.  Li  is  the  son  of  a  baker  in  Shenchow, 
and  has  been  associated  with  the  Reformed 
Church  since  his  birth. 


He  attended  Eastview  Boys'  Primary  and 
Junior  Middle  Schools.  When  he  was  ready 
for  Senior  Middle  School,  the  cooperation  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  Yale-in-China  school 
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at  Changsha  made  his  further  education 
possible. 

He  entered  Hua  Chung  College  in  1931, 
with  the  aid  of  a  R.  C.  U.  S.  scholarship  and 
loan,  and  graduated  from  the  School  of  Edu- 
cation in  1934. 

Before  his  graduation  he  had  six  offers  of 
positions  with  high  salaries  attached.  He  was 
selected  for  a  year's  special  training  in  Rural 
Service  in  Ting  Hsien,  Honan,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  James  Yen,  of  Mass  Educa- 
tion fame. 

He  decided  to  go  to  Huping  schools  (R.  C. 
U.  S.)  in  September,  1936,  where  his  special 
training  as  a  teacher  will  be  of  great  value, 
at  a  comparatively  low  salary. 

Joseph  Hsiung 

Joseph  Hsiung  is  Dean  of  Studies  at  Hup- 
ing Schools,  Yochow.  He  graduated  from 
the  School  of  Education,  Hua  Chung  College 
in  1935. 

Here  is  his  story. 

Converted  to  Christianity  under  the  labors 
of  the  missionaries  of  the  Canadian  Holiness 
movement,  he  was  an  evangelist  for  several 
years.  His  wife  was  a  primary  school 
teacher. 

His  work  was  outstanding  and  came  to  the 
notice  of  our  missionaries  in  Shenchow. 
When  about  thirty  years  of  age  he  decided  to 
get  a  further  education.     He  resigned  his 


position,  went  to  Yale-in-China  Middle 
School,  and  from  there  came  to  College. 

His  wife  kept  on  working  and  helped  him 
in  his  finances. 

While  in  College  his  two  sons  died.  The 
couple  started  out  anew,  in  a  new  situation 
and  Mr.  Hsiung  has  proven  himself  a  strong 
Christian  leader  and  teacher  at  Huping. 

— Paul  V.  Taylor. 


Rev.  Temma  Nobechi  Speaks  at  the  Morioka 
Christian  Education  Center 

By  Rev.  Gilbert  W.  Schroer,  Morioka,  Japan 


WHEN  Rev.  Temma  Nobechi  speaks  to 
the  children  he  holds  them  spell-bound 
for  three-fourths  of  an  hour.  Many  Sunday 
School  teachers  find  it  difficult  to  hold  the 
attention  of  their  pupils  for  even  fifteen  min- 
utes. Yet,  the  principles  of  story-telling  that 
Japan's  most  famous  living  story-teller  ap- 
plies are  the  same  in  any  language  and  so 
apply  equally  well  to  any  Sunday  School 
teacher  in  our  churches  in  America.  No 
doubt,  Rev.  Temma  Nobechi  is  gifted  along 
these  lines  but  he  is  also  a  hard  worker  using 
his  talents  well  for  his  Master. 

On  March  3rd  this  famous  Christian  story- 
teller came  to  Morioka.  On  that  day  he  spoke 
at  the  Morioka  Christian  Education  Center. 
He  had  spoken  at  three  other  places  in  the 
city.  He  knows  how  to  tell  a  story.  The  first 
thing  he  said  to  a  large  room  full  of  children 


was  that  he  had  brought  a  present  for  every 
child  and  that  he  had  asked  the  teachers  to 
distribute  these  presents  immediately  after  his 
story.  That  was  enough  to  quiet  the  children 
— now  for  the  story. 

Rev.  T.  Nobechi  always  uses  Biblical  mate- 
rial for  his  stories.  He  supplements  his  well- 
told  story  with  well-drawn  sketches.  Every 
child,  young  and  old,  got  every  word  he  said. 
Every  word  had  been  carefully  selected.  Even 
though  the  sentences  were  short  they  pro- 
voked thought  in  the  hearers'  minds.  Cer- 
tainly everyone  who  heard  Rev.  T.  Nobechi 
that  afternoon  would  agree  that  telling  a 
story  in  very  simple  language  is  an  art.  After 
he  had  finished  his  story  the  children  were 
loathe  to  go  away.  They  expected  one  more 
story.  Children  are  the  same  the  world  over; 
they  don't  want  to  miss  any  story.    "Tell  us 
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another — tell  us  one  more."  Who  can  resist 
such  a  plea? 

Just  before  the  children  were  dismissed  I 
snapped  their  photograph.  Rev.  T.  Nobechi 
carries  with  him  an  accordion  which  he  uses 
to  lead  the  singing.  While  sitting  near  his 
illustrated  picture  roll  I  was  able  to  secure 
him  in  one  of  his  natural  poses.  Rev.  T. 
Nobechi  is  at  his  best  when  all  the  children 
are  gathered  around  him.  After  most  of  the 
children  had  been  dismissed  I  asked  one  of 
the  teachers  to  call  a  few  children  together 
for  another  picture.  As  he  was  telling  Evelyn 
Schroer  and  her  playmates  another  story  I 
secured  the  accompanying  picture. 

At  the  close  of  the  story  hour  at  the  Chris- 
tian Education  Center  we  invited  all  the 
Christian  workers  for  tea  to  our  house  which 
is  just  next  door.  That  time  happened  to 
coincide  with  our  regular  teachers'  meeting 
and  it  was,  therefore,  possible  for  all  teachers 
to  be  present.  At  this  informal  meeting  with 
Rev.  T.  Nobechi  he  impressed  upon  all  the 
teachers  and  workers  over  and  over  that  a 
story  can  only  be  effectively  told  within  the 
realm  of  the  child's  actual  knowledge  and 
experience.    He  also  touched  upon  the  use  of 


repetition  and  tempo  and  left  no  doubt  in  any 
of  our  minds  that  thorough  preparation  is 
essential  to  a  good  story. 

Our  oldest  daughter,  Evelyn,  who  is  in  the 
picture  below,  came  home  all  enthused,  say- 
ing, "I  wish  he  would  tell  us  some  more 
stories."  Since  Evelyn  has  only  Japanese  play- 
mates she  understands  and  talks  Japanese. 

Young  and  old  enjoyed  Rev.  Temma 
Nobechi's  visit.  All  of  our  workers  were 
enriched  to  hear  him  tell  his  stories.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  teachers  will  be  more  effective 
story-tellers  because  they  had  an  opportunity 
to  just  sit  down  with  this  famous  story-teller 
of  Japan  and  learn  of  him  the  method  that 
lies  behind  his  art  of  story-telling. 

As  Rev.  Temma  Nobechi  goes  from  place 
to  place  he  stands  out  in  bold  relief  as  a 
strong  Christian  character  before  the  people. 
What  he  says  is  nothing  new,  but  he  says  it  in 
such  a  way  that  you  can  never  forget  what  he 
says.  One  of  the  people  at  the  tea  said  that 
she  had  heard  Rev.  T.  Nobechi  tell  the  same 
story  ten  years  ago.  but  that  the  story  had 
been  as  interesting  to  her  as  it  was  ten  years 
ago.  Certainly  he  must  have  told  it  well  to 
leave  an  impression  that  would  last  ten  years. 


Rev.  T.  Nobechi,  the  Famous  Christun  Story  Teller  of  Japan,  and  an  Interested 

Group  of  Children  at  Morioka 
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A  Jubilant  Letter  From  Japan 

By  Mrs.  Carl  D.  Kriete 
Miyagi  College,  Sendai,  Japan 


Note. — The  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  For- 
I  eign  Missions  had  written  Dr.  Carl  D.  Kriete, 
president  of  Miyagi  College,  that  he  might 
announce  at  the  fiftieth  anniversary  celebra- 
tion that  he  might  proceed  with  the  erection 
of  the  chapel  auditorium  for  Miyagi  College. 
This  interesting,  enthusiastic  letter  from  Mrs. 
Kriete  speaks  for  itself.  A.  V.  C. 

Sendai,  October  25,  1936. 

Dear  Dr.  Casselman: 

My  husband  is  in  Tokyo  attending  a  meet- 
ing concerning  Christian  Education  today;  he 
went  last  night  with  Dr.  Zaugg,  and  expects 
to  be  back  tomorrow  morning.  Was  he  a 
happy  man  yesterday,  after  your  letter  telling 
about  the  Chapel  Auditorium  arrived,  and 
was  I  happy  for  him!  That  is  why  I'm  get- 
ting this  letter  off  at  once,  to  tell  you  how 
different  the  world  looks  to  us.  He  will  write 
to  you  as  soon  as  he  can.  It  still  seems  as 
though  it  must  be  a  dream,  and  I  had  to  read 
your  letter  again  to  be  sure  that  it  is  true. 
We  haven't  told  anybody  except  our  own 

( "family."  And  I  am  anticipating  the  joy 
with  which  the  Faculty  will  receive  the  news. 
As  usual,  when  a  big  thing  comes  our  way, 
my  joy  is  tempered  by  the  remembering  of 
all  my  pessimism  and  lack  of  faith. 
I  And  if  you  all  could  see  the  Elijah  Chorus; 
the  cast  for  Midsummer  Night's  Dream;  the 
cast  for  the  Japanese  Play;  all  struggling  to 
get  their  rehearsals  and  Mr.  Ogoe  getting 
frantic  over  the  students'  art  work  for  the 
Exhibition,  because  they  must  take  so  much 
time  for  other  rehearsals,  you'd  know  that 
something  is  going  to  happen  soon.  Marie 
Leidal  was  almost  in  tears  more  than  once 
over  the  problem  of  how  to  get  seventy  sing- 
ers that  move  about  and  act,  on  that  small 
stage;  but  now  that  they  will  know  that  this 
is  the  last  performance  that  must  be  squeezed 
into  that  small  space,  they  will  take  heart. 

It's  going  to  be  a  grand  Fiftieth  Anniver- 
sary Celebration;  I  felt  that  way  before  we 
got  your  letter.  Everybody  is  in  good  spirits, 
and  the  program  is  an  interesting  one.  I'm  as 
excited  as  a  small  child  who  sees  preparations 
going  on  for  a  big  party;  I  have  none  of  the 
actual  work  to  do,  but  try  to  keep  everybody 
well  fed  and  happy,  and  fill  in  where  the 
others  can't  finish. 


The  first  event  of  the  series  was  the  Field 
Day  last  Friday,  and  it  was  a  huge  success. 
The  day  was  a  perfect  reproduction  of 
'"October's  bright  blue  weather"  and  we  all 
felt  that  it  was  a  good  omen.  I  wish  you 
could  have  been  here  to  see  the  "Kocho" 
dressed  in  his  morning  coat  and  striped 
trousers  for  the  occasion.  That's  something 
you  wouldn't  see  in  America.  A  little  after 
eight,  the  students  all  lined  up  on  the  athletic 
field,  and  Dr.  Tateoka  led  in  a  short  devo- 
tional service — hymn,  prayer  and  Scripture. 
Then  Carl  gave  a  short  speech,  in  which  he 
told  them  that  he  hoped  they  would  carry  the 
idea  of  the  activities  of  the  day — physical 
fitness  and  fair  play — into  their  daily  life. 
Then  the  real  program  began  and  everything 
was  so  well  planned  and  we  were  all  pleased 
over  the  whole  thing. 

Last  week  we  entertained  the  Governor  and 
his  wife,  the  Head  of  the  Department  of  Edu- 
cation of  this  Prefecture,  and  some  other 
officials  at  dinner,  and  we  enjoyed  having 
them  so  very  much.  We  wanted  to  meet  them 
in  a  social  way,  and  didn't  know  just  how 
they  would  react  to  an  invitation;  but  they 
were  most  friendly  and  we  know  they  appre- 
ciated the  invitation,  because  we  were  asked 
to  have  dinner  with  Governor  and  Mrs. 
Kikuyama  last  evening.  The  Governor  will 
attend  the  Anniversary  Celebration  Service  in 
person,  and  has  been  very  much  interested. 

Two  weeks  ago  the  teachers,  Carl  and  I 
went  with  Mr.  Tsuchii,  the  donor  of  the  Camp 
Site,  to  dedicate  the  memorial  stone  erected 
in  honor  of  his  daughter.  It  is  very  simple, 
and  has  the  name  of  the  Camp  engraved, 
carved,  rather,  so  that  it  can  be  seen  from 
any  place  in  the  Camp.  The  name  "Shin- 
shoso"  means  "shining  heart";  his  daughter's 
name  was  "Teruko"  which  means  "shining" 
and  Carl  translated  it  "Glowing  Heart  Lodge." 
I  think  that's  lovely,  and  we  hope  by  next  sum- 
mer to  have  another  bungalow  that  will  be  a 
real  lodge.  This  camp  was  another  of  our 
dreams  that  came  true,  and  we  are  so  glad 
that  one  of  our  Japanese  friends  made  it 
possible. 

The  Women  Evangelists  are  having  their 
Conference  at  Sakunami  this  week,  and  I  hope 
to  go,  if  there  aren't  too  many  things  to  do 
here.    It  is  such  a  good  chance  to  find  out 
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what  the  girls  are  doing,  and  particularly 
interesting  to  me  since  so  many  have  gone 
through  the  Bible  Course  since  we  came  to 
the  school. 

Kagawa  is  to  be  in  Sendai  this  week,  too, 
and  the  Foreign  Community  will  meet  with 
him  on  Thursday  afternoon  for  a  Conference 
and  supper  together  at  the  Mission  Office. 

Right  after  the  Anniversary,  if  we  have  any 
money  left,  we  want  to  have  the  Faculty  here 
at  the  house  for  a  sort  of  Thanksgiving  Sup- 
per. We'll  have  a  good  time  together  with 
all  the  heavy  work  done. 

The  next  week  will  come  the  Special  Evan- 
gelistic meetings.    They  have  a  very  good 


speaker  this  year — a  Mrs.  Hasegawa  from 
Kyoto.  She  is  the  wife  of  a  prominent  pastor, 
and  we  think  she  will  have  a  fine  message  for 
the  girls.  One  of  the  brightest  girls  in  the 
Fifth  Year  of  the  High  School  died  two  weeks 
ago  of  typhoid,  and  the  students  were  all 
broken  up.  She  belonged  to  the  Rokubancho 
Sunday-school,  and  was  such  a  splendid  girl. 

This  is  just  a  short  letter  of  thanks  for 
your  letter  that  came  yesterday.  It  is  scarcely 
worth  sending,  but  will  let  you  know  that  the 
whole  Anniversary  will  be  so  much  happier. 

Sincerely, 

Bess  M.  Kriete. 


I  am  Glad 

By  Rev.  M.  P.  Albrecht, 
Chandrapur,  India 


THE  heat  of  the  day  was  over.  A  shining 
sun  was  silently  setting,  as  a  small, 
scantily  clad  shepherd  suddenly  appeared. 
Moving  from  foot  to  foot  and  rapidly  twist- 
ing his  bamboo  stick,  he  tried  to  impress  us 
with  the  awful  thing  that  had  befallen  his 
daughter-in-law.  An  evil  spirit  had  suddenly 
overwhelmed  her  and  she  now  lay  in  her  hut 
in  terrible  pain.  Wouldn't  we  please  come 
and  see  what  we  could  do?  As  the  com- 
pounder had  already  been  there,  I  promised 
to  come  the  next  morning. 

At  day-break  the  shepherd  was  again  at 
the  house  to  make  sure  that  I  would  come, 
and  shortly  after  we  were  on  our  way,  cross- 
ing creeks  and  fallow  rice-fields.  Three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  of  fast  walking  and  we 
stood  in  the  courtyard.  On  every  side  there 
were  men  and  boys,  not  the  least  of  whom 
was  the  jolly  spirit-doctor.  Entering  the 
little  room  I  found  a  tall,  young,  well-built 
woman  of  about  25,  writhing  on  her  little  cot. 
For  a  moment  she  was  quiet,  then  came  one 
of  her  fits.  How  she  did  roll  about,  beating 
everyone  that  stood  nearby.  What  a  cease- 
less chatter,  telling  everyone  that  she  had  an 
evil  spirit  and  would  not  again  be  well  until 
a  goat  had  been  sacrificed.  After  a  bit  there 
was  another  lull  and  then  an  even  worse  ex- 
hibition of  rolling,  beating  and  chatter  than 
before.  With  it  all  she  had  thrown  herself 
off  the  cot  and  was  rolling  around  on  the 
floor  at  my  feet.  Very  unceremoniously  her 
young  husband  grabbed  her  by  the  hair  and 
feet  and  dropped  her  on  the  cot  as  hard  as  she 
cared  to  fall.  Getting  out  of  her  fit  I  once 
more  tried  to  talk  to  her  and  found  that  she 


could  talk  decently  when  she  forgot  herself. 
Her  husband  had  repeatedly  told  her  to  be- 
have herself,  to  all  of  which  she  replied  by 
giving,  or  trying  to  give  him  a  slap  in  the 
face — quite  an  unusual  procedure,  to  be  sure. 
When  she  suddenly  turned  on  me  I  decided 
it  was  time  to  call  a  halt  by  responding  with 
a  little  rough  treatment  and  a  few  soulful 
words — hundred  per  cent  phrases,  as  they 
call  them.  The  result  was  immediate.  She 
could  tell  me  all  about  her  pain  and  had  for- 
gotten all  about  the  devil  in  her  calling  for  a 
goat.  Among  other  things  I  found  that  she 
had  been  most  cruelly  burned  on  the  hands, 
forehead  and  abdomen,  which  is  the  usual 
method  of  relieving  pain  of  any  kind,  and 
that  she  had  no  children,  a  thing  which  was 
bothering  her  very  much.  Throughout  the 
time  that  I  was  present  there  was  no  further 
demonstration,  which  led  me  to  believe  that 
much  of  this  show  was  for  effect.  Taking  one 
of  the  men  of  the  house  along  I  sent  some 
medicine  back  to  the  village.  Upon  return- 
ing several  days  later  they  told  me  that  the 
woman  had  completely  recovered  as  far  as 
the  pain  was  concerned  but  that  the  burns 
had  now  begun  to  fester  and  were  causing 
her  much  uneasiness.  However,  no  goat  had 
been  offered,  the  devil  had  been  defied,  the 
witch-doctor  dismissed  and  there  Avas  another 
open  door  for  the  Gospel.  Of  this  I  am 
glad. 

*    *  » 

There  the  old  man  is  again  at  the  back 
porch,  quoting  his  religious  poetry  and  sing- 
ing his  devotional  songs.  His  is  a  troubled 
old  soul.    The  first  time  I  met  him  was  one 
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Saturday  morning  months  ago  while  walking 
through  a  field  of  peanuts.  Away  off  to  the 
one  side,  I  saw  a  most  unusual  sight — an  old 
man  carrying  a  large  brass  vessel  of  water 
to  a  tree.  Reaching  the  place  I  found  the  old 
man  worshipping  the  tree  with  great  sincerity 
and  fervency  of  spirit.  His  worship  ended, 
we  sat  down  in  the  sand  for  hours,  exchang- 
ing experiences  and  beliefs  about  God,  man 
and  the  devil.  Ever  since  we  have  been  good 
friends  and  he  frequently  comes  to  call  on 
me  when  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

The  immediate  reason  for  his  religious 
turn  of  mind  was  the  great  sorrow  that  had 
overtaken  him.  Having  waited  for  years  and 
years,  he  finally  received  that  most  of  all  de- 
sired boon  of  the  Indian  father's  heart — a 
son.  With  great  joy  he  watched  his  develop- 
ment through  childhood  and  youth.  Then 
came  the  great  day  of  his  marriage.  A  hap- 
pier home  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  find 
anywhere.  Shortly  after,  however,  there 
came  a  day  of  fever,  another  of  even  higher 
fever  and  then  the  summons  of  the  Grim 
Reaper.  His  son  was  no  more.  The  light 
and  staff  of  his  old  age  had  been  ruthlessly 
removed.  The  heart  of  the  father  had  been 
deeply  wounded.  He  sought  comfort  by  dig- 
ging a  tank  for  drinking  water,  in  memory  of 
his  son.  Living  on  a  mere  pittance,  both  he 
and  his  old  wife  spend  their  days  in  trying 
to  do  good  and  in  passionately  worshipping 
the  Unseen  God. 

I  wish  you  could  all  meet  the  earnest  old 
man.  Of  the  fact  that  I  have  met  him  I  am 
glad. 

«    *  * 

It  had  rained  hard  during  the  night,  for  it 
was  the  rainy  season,  and  as  we  were  re- 
turning from  the  early  morning  train  the 
whole  world  seemed  to  be  clothed  in  semi- 
darkness  and  mourning. 

On  the  bank  of  the  village  pond  just  before 
turning  down  the  road  toward  home  a  large 
number  of  white-clad  figures  were  busily  pil- 
ing up  wood.  It  could  be  nothing  but  a 
funeral  pyre.  Our  suspicions  were  correct. 
It  was  for  the  young  widow  who  had  been 
sick  for  the  last  three  days.  She  had  prob- 
ably had  a  checkered  career,  as  the  people 
said,  but  she,  too,  was  a  victim  of  circum- 
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stances.  Being  of  a  semi-high  caste  she  could 
be  re-married  and  thus  satisfy  her  craving  for 
motherhood. 

She  was  a  friendly  soul.  Held  in  bond  by 
the  evil  one,  as  she  probably  was,  yet  there 
was,  nevertheless,  the  desire  in  her  to  do 
good.  Never  will  we  forget  the  time  she 
brought  the  children  a  beautiful  green  parrot, 
her  only  companion,  because  our  baby  had 
fallen  in  love  with  it  while  visiting  her  one 
day.  All  our  reasons  for  not  wanting  to  ac- 
cept the  bird  were  of  no  avail. 

For  a  living  she  sold  coarse  salt  and  vari- 
ous kinds  of  oil.  Every  week  she  and  a  coolie 
woman  came  to  all  the  people  round  about 
on  the  compound  with  kerosene.  One  evening 
as  she  was  going  home  I  met  her  in  front  of 
the  church  and  spoke  to  her  for  the  last  time. 
I  will  remember  her  for  many  days  to  come. 
Of  the  fact  that  I  could  bring  into  her  dismal 
life  some  rays  of  light  I  am  glad. 
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A  Visit  to  a  Northern  Bedouin  Tribe  in  Iraq 

By  Rev.  Jefferson  C.  Glessner,  Kirkuk,  Iraq 


IN  the  title  of  this  article  I'm  using  two 
adjectives  that  are  quite  pertinent  to  the 
understanding  of  that  which  shall  follow. 
The  word  tribe  alone  is  not  sufficient,  as  it 
might  represent  any  part  of  the  fifty-six  per 
cent,  of  the  population  of  Iraq  that  is  sub- 
ject to  tribal  organization.  The  first  descrip- 
tive word  is  that  of  "Bedouin."  The  word 
immediately  suggests  a  nomad,  and  limits 
the  meaning  to  that  thirty  per  cent,  of  Iraq's 
population  that  wanders  from  place  to  place 
in  search  of  pasture  for  their  flocks.  The 
second  word  that  limits  the  meaning  of  this 
article  is  "Northern."  The  material  life  of  a 
Southern  Bedouin  tribe  centers  around  the 
camel.  Food  will  be  limited  to  the  produce 
of  this  animal  or  the  material  that  can  be  had 
in  exchange  for  its  produce.  This  limitation 
is  placed  upon  him  by  the  physical  environ- 
ment in  which  he  moves,  the  desert.  The 
camel  was  created  for  the  desert.  He  goes 
many  days  without  water  and  is  quite  satis- 
fied with  the  sparse  thorns  that  the  desert 
furnishes.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  coun- 
try we  have  mountains  and  plenty  of  water 
which  calls  for  a  different  type  of  Bedouin 
wealth — the  horse,  the  sheep,  and  the  goat. 
Therefore,  we  don't  expect  to  find  any  camels 
among  the  tribe  that  we  are  about  to  visit. 

As  one  travels  across  the  country,  which 
seems  so  monotonous  to  the  eye,  interest  and 
curiosity  stir  the  very  depth  of  the  soul  upon 
approaching  one  of  these  portable  villages  of 
black  tents.  These  tents  are  made  from  goat's 
hair  and  usually  woven  by  the  women  of  the 
tribe.  And  since  it  is  proper,  for  foreigners 
at  least,  to  call  upon  the  sheikh  of  the  tribe, 
it  is  his  tent  that  we  want  to  single  out  from 
all  the  rest. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  distinguish,  for  his  is 
the  largest  tent  in  the  group.  It  needs  to  be 
large  for  a  partition  separates  it  into  two 
parts  with  distinct  functions.  One  part  is 
that  of  the  reception  room  for  men,  which 
also  acts  as  a  storage  room  for  grain,  and  the 
other  is  the  place  of  the  women  (hareem), 
where  all  the  work,  such  as  cooking,  sewing, 
weaving,  and  the  like,  takes  place.  Upon  our 
arrival  we  were  quickly  ushered  into  the 
sheikh's  reception  room;  that  is,  as  quickly 
as  possible,  for  first  of  all  the  goats  and  dogs 
had  to  be  turned  out  in  order  to  make  room 
for  the  guests.  Then  several  rug  carpets  were 
brought,  upon  which  we  could  recline.  It 


was  a  hot  day  and  we  were  glad  to  get  into  the 
shade  of  an  open  tent,  yet  we  could  not  help 
but  wish  that  all  the  'iive  stock"  of  the  tent 
could  have  been  disposed  of  as  readily  as  the 
goats.  Upon  inquiry,  we  were  told  that  the 
sheikh  had  gone  to  a  nearby  police-post  on 
business,  but  we  were  given  a  hearty  welcome 
by  the  assembled  crowd  on  his  behalf. 

After  serving  us  with  coffee,  the  host  began 
to  inquire  about  our  residence  and  the  latest 
news.  Upon  learning  that  I  was  an  Ameri- 
can, my  welcome  was  doubly  assured  and 
many  questions  Avere  asked  about  the  people 
of  my  country.  We  had  our  motion  picture 
camera  with  us  and  were  interested  in  getting 
some  pictures  for  the  home  constituencv. 

Before  reaching  the  camp  we  had  aireadv 
taken  time  to  focus  our  attention  and  camera 
on  the  milking  process.  It  was  interesting 
throughout.  The  way  in  which  the  shepherd 
caught  and  held  the  sheep  or  goat  with  his 
crook  and  the  way  the  women  proceeded  to 
draw  the  milk.  So  after  speaking  on  almost 
every  imaginable  subject  here  in  the  reception 
room,  we  asked  permission  to  take  some  more 
pictures.  The  matter  of  motion  pictures  ap- 
pealed to  them  and  they  were  most  accommo- 
dating. We  were  given  permission  to  exam- 
ine the  butter  churn,  which  was  simply  a 
goat  skin  turned  inside  out  and  mounted  on  a 
tripod;  and  to  view  the  process  of  butter- 
making. 

After  having  a  turn  at  picture-taking  we 
were  informed  that  a  meal  had  been  prepared 
for  us,  and  that  our  presence  was  again  re- 
quired in  the  living  room.  Well,  needless  to 
say,  our  appetites  were  not  very  keen  after 
viewing  some  of  the  aforementioned  process- 
es. A  large  tray,  about  four  feet  in  diameter, 
was  placed  on  the  ground  before  us.  Upon 
that  tray  were  bread,  butter,  sugar,  fried  eggs 
and  buttermilk.  You  may  wonder  why  the 
sugar.  So  did  I  at  the  first  meal  of  this  kind. 
It  is  used  on  the  butter.  We  did  not  have 
any  combs  handy,  and  even  if  we  had  it  would 
have  been  impolite  to  comb  the  butter  in  the 
presence  of  our  host.  So  the  sugar  did  help 
a  bit.  There  were  no  knives,  forks  or  spoons; 
fingers  were  used  instead.  We  were  duly 
watched  to  see  whether  or  not  we  were  doing 
justice  to  the  meal.  To  eat  little  would  be  to 
bring  disgrace  and  dishonor  to  the  sheikh. 
After  we  had  done  our  best  to  show  our  ap- 
preciation, the  remainder  of  the  food  was 
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A  Bedouin  Butter  Churn 

A  goatskin  turned  inside  out  is  used  for  the  purpose. 


turned  over  to  the  tribesmen  present  in  the 
room.  Much  has  been  written  about  the  hos- 
pitality of  the  Bedouin.  This  is  one  of  his 
well-known  virtues.  It  is  really  part  of  his 
religious  duty  to  provide  for  the  stranger 
within  his  gates.  And  once  bread  ("salt")  is 
eaten  with  him,  the  guest  is  under  his  protec- 
tion for  three  days. 

In  the  fall  the  tribes  descend  the  moun- 
tains, coming  down  to  the  plain  to  pass  the 
winter  months.  Thus  while  the  mountain  is 
collecting  snow,  the  Bedouin  is  able  to  find 
prairie  grass  for  his  flocks.  And  as  he  moves 
among  the  settled  people  of  the  village  he 
carries  on  a  primitive  form  of  trade  with 
them.  He  sells  sheep,  wool,  butter,  horses, 
in  exchange  for  which  he  will  collect  grain, 
sugar,  tea,  and  some  crude  household  neces- 
sities. 

One  is  impressed  with  the  simple  life  of 
the  nomad.  The  men  abhor  manual  labor 
quite  as  much  as  they  do  the  settled  life. 
And  upon  visiting  a  tribe  the  men  seem  to  be 
always  present.  They  have  plenty  of  time  to 
roll  their  own  cigarettes,  which  they  still  light 
with  the  flint  and  steel.  In  many  ways  their 
life  resembles  that  of  the  American  Indian. 
The  women  and  children  seem  to  do  all  the 
work,  such  as  shepherding  the  flocks,  sewing, 
weaving,  preparing  the  food,  packing  and 
unpacking  the  tents  while  on  the  march. 
Truly  the  men  take  no  thought  of  the  mor- 
row.   They  sow  not,  neither  do  they  reap. 


A  few  days  after  our  visit  to  the  sheikh's 
tent  we  had  the  good  fortune  of  seeing  the 
tribe  "on  the  march."  Spring  was  here. 
Grain  on  the  plain  was  getting  scarce.  The 
mountains  were  calling  them.  So  up,  up  they 
were  climbing.  Viewed  from  a  distance  they 
looked  like  a  column  of  ants  moving  their 
eggs.  Truly  these  marching  days  were  trying 
ones  for  the  women,  especially  the  expectant 
mothers  and  the  children.  For  we  must  re- 
member that  all  the  functions  of  normal  life 
continue,  even  on  the  march.  When  the  ex- 
pectant mother's  hour  has  come,  she  drops  out 
of  the  procession,  finds  refuge  in  the  shade  of 
a  mighty  rock,  and  there  goes  through  the  val- 
ley of  the  shadow  alone.  No  transportation  is 
awaiting  her  after  the  ordeal,  so  she  swaddles 
the  new-born  child  and  marches  on  to  join 
the  tribe  as  quickly  as  possible.  When  she 
reaches  them,  the  care  of  the  child  is  no 
longer  her  responsibility.  An  older  brother 
or  sister  now  assumes  the  full  parental  duty 
and  occasionally  brings  the  child  to  its 
mother  to  be  fed.  In  the  motion  picture  reel 
I  have  tried  to  illustrate  a  few  of  the  many 
things  a  mother  does  while  nursing  her  child. 
On  the  march  you  will  often  see  a  child 
strapped  upon  the  back  of  a  sister  or  brother 
scarcely  a  year  older  than  itself;  or,  if  the 
older  brother  or  sister  have  some  other  duty 
to  perform,  then  the  baby  is  placed  upon  a 
donkey  not  unlike  the  newly-born  kid  or 
lamb. 
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On  the  march  there  is  always  an  advance 
guard.  So  after  satisfying  our  curiosities  of 
the  march  itself,  my  colporteur  and  I  sped 
ahead  to  view  the  guard.  We  found  that  they 
had  already  chosen  a  spot  for  rest.  Their 
horses,  relieved  of  their  burdens,  were  graz- 
ing upon  the  hillside;  while  the  women  were 
busy  milking  sheep,  churning  butter  and  bak- 
ing bread,  so  as  to  have  everything  in  readi- 
ness when  the  tribe  arrived  at  this  spot.  As 
for  the  men  of  the  guard,  they  were  comfort- 
ably seated  in  the  shade,  smoking  their  crude 
pipes,  waiting  for  the  women  to  serve  them 
with  tea  and  other  sustenance. 

We  were  anxious  to  "snap"  some  of  the 
doings  here  and  were  extended  an  invitation 
to  have  tea  with  them,  which  we  gratefully 
accepted.  For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  had 
tea  served  with  a  twig  picked  on  the  hillside 
instead  of  a  spoon.  It  served  the  purpose 
equally  as  well  as  a  spoon,  its  cost  was  noth- 
ing, and  it  greatly  reduced  the  task  of  dish- 
washing afterwards.  We  noticed  one  among 
the  number  who  was  mentally  deranged;  and 
when  one  sees  how  they  are  exposed  to  the 
intense  rays  of  the  sun,  one  wonders  that  there 
are  not  more  of  this  kind.  We  inquired  if 
there  was  a  doctor  or  medical  man  among 
them,  to  which  we  received  the  reply  that  God 
(Allah)  was  their  doctor.  And  indeed  it  is 
so.  Diseases  are  allowed  to  take  their  course, 
or  at  many  times  diverted  from  their  course, 
as  when,  for  example,  the  ass's  dung  is  used 
as  a  poultice.  It  is  believed  by  them  that 
sickness  is  willed  by  Allah  and  many  times 
His  favor  is  sought  through  the  making  of  a 
vow  to  sacrifice. 


The  Iraq  government  is  making  an  attempt 
to  educate  the  Bedouin  "on  the  run,"  and 
some  of  the  tribes  are  furnished  with  a  school 
teacher.  So  to  the  lot  of  a  young  Kurdish 
friend  of  ours  falls  the  task  of  educating  this 
tribe  of  ten  thousand  of  which  we  have  been 
speaking.  He  tells  us  that  studies  are  more 
popular  with  the  grown-ups  than  with  the 
children.  This  young  teacher,  a  Moslem  by 
faith,  has  been  under  our  influence  for  some 
years  and  recognizes  the  value  of  the  Bible  in 
its  moral  and  spiritual  teachings.  So  before 
departing  from  Iran — the  tribe  is  really  not 
in  Iraq  during  the  school  term — he  came  to 
us  and  purchased  a  Bible  to  take  along  as  a 
guide  in  his  teachings.  And  certainly  he 
could  make  no  finer  choice  in  text-books  than 
this.  Where  is  there  another  book  where  we 
can  find  history,  literature  and  biography  so 
completely  linked  up  with  moral  and  spiritual 
values?  A  former  Director  General  of  Edu- 
cation has  suggested  an  itinerant  school  staff 
for  the  tribes,  consisting  of  three  teachers,  a 
health  specialist,  an  agriculturist  and  a  social 
leader.  Shouldn't  the  missionary  agencies  of 
our  Church  welcome  the  opportunity  to  fur- 
nish either  one  of  these  three  teachers? 

We  believe  that  the  time  is  coming  when 
these  tribes  will  be  settled  in  modern  villages 
and  then,  too,  will  come  the  opportunity  of 
missionary  service.  Shall  we  not  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  we  shall  have  a  definite 
chance  to  fulfill  our  obligations  among  these 
nomadic  people?  It  can  only  come  through 
and  by  the  united  plan,  work  and  prayer  of 
our  Christian  forces. 


Rumilia 

By  Miss  Bertha  M.  Scheidt 
San  Pedro  Sula,  Honduras 


RUMILIA  is  the  tallest  and  oldest  girl  in 
our  school  in  Pinalejo.  She  had  lived 
up  in  the  mountains  during  her  young  life 
and  had  never  had  the  opportunity  to  go  to 
school.  Her  father  did  not  wish  to  enroll  her 
as  a  regular  pupil  for  she  was  needed  at  home 
to  help  her  mother  take  care  of  the  large 
family  of  children.  However,  when  the 
opening  day  of  school  arrived,  there  was  Ru- 
milia with  the  rest  of  the  boys  and  girls  ready 
to  learn  her  A.B.C.'s.  "You  will  promise  to 
come  every  day  and  not  cause  your  teacher 
any  trouble?"  I  asked. 

"Yes,  senorita,"  she  answered,  "I  prom- 
ise.   I  want  to  learn." 


Rumilia's  father  is  the  quack  doctor  of 
the  village,  a  man  who  has  nothing  to  do 
with  religion,  one  whom  a  person  might  have 
reason  to  be  afraid  of.  His  native  concoc- 
tions are  supposed  to  work  wonders;  but  they 
weren't  strong  enough  to  cure  his  daughter 
when,  after  weeks  of  malarial  fever,  she  sud- 
denly became  very  ill.  What  shall  we  do, 
thought  we.  The  father  will  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  "Gringa's"  medicines.  So  we 
asked  our  heavenly  Father  for  guidance,  then 
offered  our  help.  The  father,  too,  was  in 
bed,  and  wonder  of  wonders,  accepted  our 
offer. 
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For  days  we  treated  Rumilia.    She  seemed 
to  get  worse  instead  of  better.    Not  even  the 
live  chicken  which  the  father  had  gotten  up 
from  bed  to  tear  apart  and  apply  to  Ru- 
milia's  body  seemed   to   work.     Her  tem- 
perature rose  higher  and  higher.    Weeks  of 
washing  in  the  river  while  her  body  was  full 
of  fever  hadn't  been  the  best  for  her.  One 
night  we  didn't  expect  her  to  live.  What 
would  the  father  say  if  she  should  die  while 
under  our  care,  we  wondered.    He  had  laid 
the  blame  of  others'  death  upon  the  Gringa. 
Again  we  asked  our  Father  to  help.  One 
morning,  the  morning  Rumilia  was  so  very 
bad,  Pedro,  her  little  brother,  came  late  to 
school.    "Pray  for  my  sister,"  he  said,  as  he 
1  entered  the  door.    The  teacher  had  already 
i  prayed  for  her  during  the  morning  chapel 
:  exercises,  but  she  prayed  again.    That  night 
j  the  teacher  went  to  talk  to  Rumilia  about 


i 


Jesus.  "It  might  be  my  last  chance,"  she 
said.  She  found  a  crowd  of  people  gathered 
about  the  hard  bench  where  the  girl  lay. 

"I  don't  expect  my  daughter  to  live  until 
morning,"  the  father  said  in  a  loud  voice 
from  his  bed  where  he  lay  ill,  too,  with  ma- 
laria. 

When  senorita  Rosa  caught  Rumilia  in  her 
rational  moments,  she  spoke  to  her  of  Him 
Who  was  able  to  take  her  to  be  with  Him  in 
Heaven  should  God  not  see  fit  to  keep  her 
longer  on  this  earth.    Rumilia  hadn't  been 


much  interested  in  the  Bible  hour  in  school 
and  had  declared  that  she  would  never  enter 
our  chapel  doors.  She  was  only  voicing  the 
sentiment  of  her  whole  family,  especially  her 
father.  She  lived.  God  answered  our 
prayers.  She  gradually  grew  better  and  is 
now  in  school  again.  Her  interest  in  the 
morning  messages  and  Bible  classes  is  better. 
Even  her  father  is  more  friendly  toward  us. 
"I  am  grateful  for  what  you  have  done  for 
us,"  he  said  one  morning  to  senorita  Julia, 
who  had  taken  Rumilia  her  medicine.  "You 
came  at  a  time  when  we  needed  you  most." 

Half  of  the  school  year  had  passed.  The 
children  must  buy  their  one  and  only  book,  a 
First  Reader.  Senorita  Rosa  had  printed  the 
primer  on  the  backs  of  Sunday  school  rolls, 
to  save  money  for  the  parents.  Thus  the 
children  were  able  to  get  along  without  a 
book  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Murmurings 


come  to  us  from  some  parents  because  their 
children  must  buy  a  book.  Some  thought  that 
the  missionary  would  provide  everything. 
Others  thought  the  teacher  would  make  an- 
other "cartilla"  like  she  did  for  the  first  half 
of  the  year.  Domitila  sold  oranges  to  buy 
her  book,  Roberto  carried  water  to  earn  his. 
Brother  Justo  is  cutting  wood  for  the  mission- 
ary to  pay  for  his  brothers'  and  sister's  books. 
Some  have  been  bought  with  sacks  of  flour, 
others  with  milk,  and  still  others  with  corn. 
One  Sunday  Rumilia'  brought  her  fifty  cents 
(Continued  on  Page  32) 
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Men  and  Missions 

John  M.  G.  Darms,  Editor 


Our  New  Year's  Wish  to  the  Men  of  the  Church 

"That  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by 
faith:  that  ye,  being  rooted  and  grounded  in 
love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all 
saints  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and 
depth,  and  height;  and  to  know  the  love  of 
Christ,  which  passeth  knowledge,  that  ye 
might  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God." 
Ephesians  3:  17-19. 

A  Man's  Pledge  for  1937 

God  helping  me,  I  will  pay  as  much  atten- 
tion to  God's  work  as  to  my  own:  build  His 
Kingdom  as  I  build  my  business  and  my  for- 
tune; pray  as  earnestly  for  my  Church  and 
her  activities  as  I  do  for  my  family  and  my- 
self, and  give  as  liberally  and  as  joyfully  for 
the  missionary  enterprise  at  home  and  abroad 
as  I  do  for  my  own  amusement,  comfort  and 
daily  needs. 

I  will  not  fail  my  fellow-men,  my  compan- 
ions-in-service (the  missionaries),  my  pastor 
and  Church  and  my  Divine  Lord  in  making 
EVERY  DAY  MARK  AN  ADVANCE  STEP 
IN  CHRISTIAN  LIVING,  LOVE 
AND  SERVICE. 

Not  Everything  New 

Even  perfectly  good  people,  like  the  read- 
ers of  our  missionary  magazine,  are  some- 
times carried  away  by  catchwords  and 
maudlin  sentiment.  Just  now  the  catchword 
is  "new,"  and  the  sentiment  is  to  mould 
everything  in  life  along  the  "newest"  lines. 

I  feel  that  would  be  working  at  cross  pur- 
poses with  the  important  mission  and  high 
ideals  of  The  Outlook  of  Missions. 

Too  much  modernity  would  certainly  kill 
our  missionary  project,  for  the  modern  phi- 
losophy on  this  enterprise  is:  "Just  why  con- 
tinue the  work  of  Missions  anyway  when 
people  have  lost  their  enthusiasm  and  even 
the  Church  fails  to  support  the  work  ade- 
quately? Look  what  the  Church  is  doing, 
practically  nothing!" 

Over  against  that  is  the  age-old  commission 
of  our  Divine  Lord:  "Go  into  all  the  world, 
preach  the  Word — compel  them  to  come  in — 
I  will  build  my  Church — and  the  gates  of  hell 
shall  not  prevail  against  it!" 

And  the  Gospel  itself,  with  its  content  of 
good  will,  love  and  redemption,  is  eternally 
old  and  unchanged  in  1937  and  never  out- 


worn, though  it  has  served  60  generations  of 
people  in  the  world. 

If  we  men  can  muster  up  the  fervor  and  the 
loyalty,  the  faith  and  the  sacrifice,  the  spirit 
of  work  and  co-operation,  which  our  fathers, 
even  some  of  our  own  fathers,  had  for  the 
missionary  enterprise,  we  will  be  releasing 
some  tremendous  forces  for  righteousness  and 
for  God  that  will  make  history — the  right 
kind  of  history  in  1937. 

Let's  make  1937  one  great  missionary  year 
and  push  forward  with  vigor  the  wise  and 
"bound-to-build  the  Kingdom"  plans  of  our 
two  great  missionary  Boards. 

They  Are  Deserving  of  It 

The  other  day,  in  speaking  to  our  beloved 
Dr.  Schneder,  he  informed  us  that  he  was 
going  back  to  Japan  in  1937,  and  we  said: 
"That's  a  fine  tribute  to  the  Japanese,  dear 
doctor !" 

He  answered,  in  his  quiet,  laconic  way: 
"Well,  they  are  deserving  of  it!" 

Isn't  that  thrilling  for  one,  who  has  spent 
his  long  life  among  the  Japanese,  to  pay  them 
that  tribute? 

But  is  that  all  our  Japanese  Christians  and 
friends  deserve? 

Are  they  not  deserving  of  the  respect,  the 
brotherly  love,  the  loyalty  and  earnest  efforts 
of  every  Christian  man  in  our  Church? 

Has  Christ  not  commanded  it?  Does  his- 
tory not  challenge  it?  Does  friendship  not 
compel  it,  and  does  not  the  fine  manhood  and 
spirit  and  the  beautiful  spiritual  life  of  the 
known  Japanese  Christians  instil  this  rever- 
ence and  regard  for  them  in  us? 

Are  we  really  worthy  of  their  prayers,  their 
friendship,  their  co-operation  in  Kingdom 
enterprises? 

May  each  one  of  us  share  with  our  beloved 
Dr.  Schneder  the  feeling,  all  through  1937, 
that  our  friends  across  the  sea,  whether  in 
Japan,  China,  India,  Arabia,  or  Persia,  are 
worthy  of  our  best  work,  our  best  love,  and 
greatest  sacrifice,  for  the  Lord  Christ,  Who 
has  brought  us  together  in  spiritual  fellow- 
ship and  has  made  of  us  equals,  with  equal 
rank,  privilege  and  responsibility;  and  on  this 
level  of  understanding  will  we  continue  to  be 
active  and  successful  in  building  the  King- 
dom? 


The  Woman's  Missionary 
Society 


Greta  P.  Hinkle,  Editor 


A  Women's  Union  Representative's  Tour  of 
Acquaintance  and  Goodwill 

By  Mrs.  E.  Reichenbach 


IN  the  women's  organizations  of  the  Evan- 
gelical and  Reformed  Church,  the  secre- 
taries of  one  group  are  being  invited  to 
make  contacts  with  the  organizations  of  the 
other  group.  Mrs.  Elsa  Reichenbach,  of  the 
"E"  Group,  spent  twenty-two  days  in  Insti- 
tutes of  Eastern  and  Potomac  Synods.  In 
these  days  she  made  twenty-four  addresses  on 
the  work  of  the  "E"  Group.  She  contacted 
eleven  Woman's  Missionary  Classical  Socie- 
ties at  Institutes,  nine  different  groups  in 
church  and  Sunday  school,  three  Girls'  Mis- 
sionary Guilds  and  one  local  society.  Mrs. 
F.  W.  Leich,  President  of  the  W.  M.  S.  G.  S., 
accompanied  her  and  conducted  a  forum  on 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  objectives. 

Beginning  at  Blue  Knob  in  the  Juniata 
Classis,  they  met  with  a  large  group  of  women 
and  pastors  who  had  come  to  this  lovely 
church  on  the  top  of  a  beautiful  knoll  of  the 
Blue  Mountains.  Here  legend  and  deer  hold 
forth  in  abundance.  Here  they  were  enter- 
tained in  the  parsonages  and  served  the  con- 
gregations on  Sunday  at  Roaring  Springs  and 
Martinsburg,  Pennsylvania.  Thence  they 
traveled  southward  to  Baltimore  for  the  sec- 
ond meeting.  After  the  sessions,  they  attend- 
ed the  dinner  and  evening  meetings  of  the 
Baltimore  Interdenominational  Missionary 
Union,  of  which  Mrs.  L.  Lang,  of  the  "E" 
Group,  is  the  President,  and  Mrs.  David 
Baker,  of  the  "R"  Group,  is  the  Program 
Chairman. 

The  next  morning  found  them  in  North 
Carolina,  where  three  W.  M.  S.  Institutes,  at 
High  Point,  Charlotte  and  Lenoir,  and  one 
Girls'  Guild  Institute,  at  Lexington,  were  held. 
Three  addresses  to  congregations  at  Kannap- 
olis.  Lower  Stone  Church  and  Salisbury  on 
Sunday  closed  the  itinerary  in  North  Caro- 
lina. As  a  diversion,  a  side  trip  was  arranged 
to  the  Camp  owned  by  North  Carolina  Classis. 
Climbing  up  and  up  into  the  mountains, 
winding  in  and  out  along  tumbling  mountain 
streams,  the  destination  was  finally  reached. 
Nestled  between  two  steep  mountain  peaks — 


still  full  of  nature's  wild  life,  pines,  oaks  and 
untouched  beauty,  which  is  only  enhanced  by 
the  reflections  in  the  lovely  stream  below,  are 
the  mess  hall,  the  cabins  of  log  and  such  other 
equipment  as  is  already  on  these  grounds.  A 
dam  in  the  stream  creates  a  splendid  swim- 
ming pool,  and  a  rustic  bridge  affords  a  dry 
crossing  to  the  other  side.  One  can  see  great 
possibilities  for  the  future  of  this  camp.  As 
the  desire  for  camping  and  out-door  life  in- 
creases, and  the  boundaries  of  the  Church 
take  in  added  territory,  one  must  recognize 
the  value  of  a  camp  in  the  Southeast.  Ca- 
tawba College  was  also  visited  en  route.  True 
sojthern  hospitality,  intermingled  with  whole- 
hearted Pennsylvania  sociability  made  one  re- 
gret that  this  week  of  meetings  had  ended  so 
soon. 

Then  back  to  Pennsylvania,  where  the  first 
meeting  was  held  in  Zion's  Classis  at  York. 
Here  a  large  audience  inspired  the  speakers. 
One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  this  meet- 
ing was  a  very  pretty  little  sketch  presented 
by  the  literature  chairman  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion to  the  books  of  this  year's  reading  course. 
But  you  cannot  leave  York  County  without 
having  seen  all  the  historical  places  of  inter- 
est, hence  the  good  host  took  time  out  in  his 
busy  day  in  the  newspaper  office,  for  an  auto 
ride  to  see  the  historical  spot  where  the  York 
Imperml  apple  was  born,  the  hotel  and 
church  once  frequented  by  George  Washing- 
ton, and  the  market  place  where  many  of  the 
"Plain"  people  of  Pennsylvania  dispose  of 
their  lovely  garden  truck.  That  evening 
brought  the  writer  and  her  companion  into 
Millersburg,  where  the  East  Susquehanna 
Classical  Society  was  to  meet  on  the  following 
day.  At  this  meeting  again  the  story  of  the 
challenges  of  the  United  Church  was  told, 
and  Mrs.  Leich  conducted  the  helpful  Forum. 
Evening  found  them  in  Gettysburg,  where 
they  sojourned  until  the  next  morning.  They 
discovered  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  "going 
sight-seeing  by  moonlight,"  for  the  kind 
hostess  showed  them  through  the  memorial 
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Gettysburg  battlefields  and  the  campus  of  the 
United  Lutheran  College  and  Seminary. 
Passing  the  motion  picture  house,  they  saw 
Rev.  A.  P.  Frantz  and  the  children  of  Hoff- 
man Orphanage,  who  saw  "The  Last  of  the 
Mohicans."  Early  the  next  morning  found 
them  on  the  spot  where  Abraham  Lincoln 
uttered  those  famous  words,  "That  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for 
the  people  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth." 
A  hush  fell  over  the  little  group  standing  be- 
fore that  tall  monument,  but  all  had  a 
common  thought — "Would  that  leaders  in 
authority  would  often  come  here  in  the 
silence  of  the  early  hours  of  the  day  to  hear 
the  echoing  voice  of  the  Preserver  of  the 
Union  and  Liberty  speak  to  them  from  that 
distant  day  when  liberty  also  was  threatened 
with  destruction." 

At  Hanover,  the  Gettysburg  Classical  So- 
ciety held  a  very  fine  meeting.  Again  the 
speakers  were  lifted  to  greater  heights  by  the 
attentive,  interested  audience.  That  night 
found  them  with  the  rural  parish  of  Shaffer- 
Jefferson  and  Stone  Churches  as  the  guests  of 
the  President  of  Potomac  Synodical  Society 
and  her  interesting  family.  Then  on  to 
Tohickon  Classical  Society  at  Pleasant  Val- 
ley. But  no,  they  are  to  be  entertained  in  the 
lovely  home  of  the  Secretary  at  Quakertown, 
who  took  them  to  this  quaint  rural  church  in 
the  morning.  The  walls  fairly  burst,  so  large 
was  the  crowd  at  this  meeting.  Enthusiasm 
and  interest  ran  high,  and  all  said,  "It  was 
a  good  Institute."  Then  for  a  bit  of  rest  at 
Doylestown,  with  the  Freeman's.  It  was  Sat- 
urday evening  and  the  speakers  were  permit- 
ted to  choose  their  own  time  to  serve  in  the 
Sunday  services.  The  writer  served  in  the 
morning  services,  and  Mrs.  Leich  spoke  at 
the  Thank  Offering  services  in  the  evening. 
Monday  and  Tuesday  were  free  dates — that 
was  a  delight  to  the  visitors,  as  also  to  the 
Freemans,  for  they  could  show  this  member 
of  the  "E"  Group,  Reformed  Pennsylvania. 
Early  on  Monday  to  Lancaster  to  see  Franklin 
and  Marshall,  the  Seminary,  and  the  Mission- 
ary Home;  then  to  Allentown,  Cedar  Crest 
and  the  Phoebe  Home,  stopping  at  Ephrata 
en  route  homeward.  On  Tuesday  they  visited 
Valley  Forge,  Ursinus,  Camp  Mensch  Mill, 
and  so  many  towns,  burgs,  villes,  etc.,  all 
titles  of  importance,  yet  to  a  newcomer  a  bit 
confusing.  That  evening  there  was  a  fine 
Girls'  Missionary  Guild  Institute  at  Allen- 
town,  where  both  speakers  addressed  the  girls 
in  the  evening  session.     The  banquet  was 


unique,  quite  a  departure  from  the  regular 
sedate  meal,  for  the  food  was  packed  in  boxes, 
individually,  for  each  member.  Tables  were 
small,  especially  made  for  the  ocasion,  with 
a  tall  taper  gracing  the  center.  Around  them 
sat  lovely  girls  in  groups  of  six  or  eight,  quite 
informal.  Echoes  of  summer  activities  were 
presented.  A  challenging  address  on  Stew- 
ardship by  Mrs.  David  Miller  closed  the  ban- 
quet session.  Sectional  conferences  with  re- 
spective leaders  drew  forth  interesting  dis- 
cussion. A 

Then  through  the  beautiful  Lehigh  Valley," 
the  Switzerland  of  America,  up  on  Spring 
Mountain  to  Hazlelon,  in  the  Wyoming 
Classis.  Here  the  Girls'  Missionary  Guild 
Institute  was  almost  rained  out,  and  it  was  a 
marvel  that  any  would  dare  to  come  through  ' 
the  rain,  which  threatened  to  freeze  into  sleet. 
But  the  girls  were  undaunted  and  a  fine  group 
came  out  for  this  annual  event.  The  Classical 
Society  met  on  the  following  day  at  West 
Hazleton,  where  again  a  large  and  interested 
audience  greeted  the  speakers.  Many  fine  ] 
contacts  were  made  and  friendships  created. 
The  hostess,  with  her  sweet  and  lovely  per- 
sonality, added  warmth  to  the  fires  of  friend- 
ship laid  in  this  mountain-top  experience. 
Thence  through  arid  miles  of  waste  lands  of 
the  hard  coal  regions,  where  hard  seems  to  be 
expressed  on  every  side,  hard  working  people, 
hard  times  always,  calloused  souls  that  have 
risen  from  the  hardness  of  environment,  down 
to  Selinsgrove  in  the  West  Susquehanna 
Classis.  Entertained  royally  in  the  parson-  | 
age,  and  on  the  way  early  on  the  following 
day  for  a  drive  through  "The  Seven  Moun- 
tains" brought  them  to  Boalsburg  for  the 
meeting  of  West  Susquehanna  Classical  So- 
ciety. This  again  was  a  rich  experience. 
Serving  in  the  Sunday  school  at  Selinsgrove 
on  Sunday  closed  this  itinerary  of  five  weeks  | 
of  travel,  contacts,  making  of  new  friends, 
and  getting  into  closer  relationship  with  the 
newly-found  sister  organizations.  All  of  this 
and  the  unseen  things,  the  things  of  higher 
origin,  which  influence  was  constantly  felt 
hovering  over  each  meeting,  have  made  this 
"tour  of  acquaintance  and  good-will"  a  truly 
precious  one.  All  meetings  had  a  blessing 
peculiar  unto  themselves,  all  of  them  infinite- 
ly worth-while,  none  of  them  mediocre,  each 
an  experience  in  itself,  but  working  together 
into  a  beautiful  and  complete  picture  of  com- 
mon interest  and  enthusiasm  for  the  common 
cause  of  the  new  united  Church. 
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1937  Conference  on  the  Cause  and  Cure  of  War 


DESPITE  the  fact  that  a  bewildering  mass 
of  problems,  demands  and  situations 
perplex  every  nation  the  world  around,  there 
is  one  super-question  that  transcends  them 
all:  "What  shall  be  done  about  war?"  War 
precipitated  every  catastrophe  from  which  the 
nations  suffer  today  and  preparations  and 
fear  of  new  wars  have  added  to  the  misery. 
War  is  the  supreme  plague  which  must  and 
shall  be  abolished.  .  .  .  We,  the  members  of 
the  Conference  on  the  Cause  and  Cure  of 
War,  have  set  our  feet  upon  the  right  road; 
let  us  march  on.  Let  us  neither  hesitate  nor 
pause,  for  the  world  cannot  wait.  The  goal 
can  and  will  be  reached. — Carrie  Chapman 
Can. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time  since  its  incep- 
tion, the  Conference  will  take  place  in  the 
Middle  West,  in  Chicago,  at  the  Palmer 
House,  January  26-29,  1937.  Many  women 
who  have  heretofore  been  unable  to  go  to 


Washington  will  have  the  privilege  of  partic- 
ipating in  the  consideration  of  the  national 
and  international  problems  that  disturb  and 
menace  the  world  today;  those  who  have  at- 
tended the  conferences  in  the  past  will  be 
heartened  by  the  added  information  about 
what  has  been  done  to  promote  international 
understanding  during  the  past  year. 

It  is  a  vital  need  that  church  women  par- 
ticipate in  the  coming  Conference  on  the 
Cause  and  Cure  of  war.  International  rela- 
tions and  the  missionary  program  of  the 
Church  today  cannot  be  separated.  The  For- 
eign Missions  Conference  and  the  Council  of 
Women  for  Home  Missions  are  two  of  the 
eleven  national  women's  organizations  that 
constitute  the  National  Committee  on  the 
Cause  and  Cure  of  War — the  largest  group 
of  women  in  this  country  working  for  world 
peace. 


Our  Interdenominational  Staif 


THE  Council  of  Women  for  Home  Missions 
is  happy  to  announce  that  Miss  Edith 
E.  Lowry  succeeds  Dr.  Anne  Seesholtz  as 
Executive  Secretary.  For  personal  reasons. 
Dr.  Seesholtz  found  it  necessary  to  resign  as 
secretary  of  the  Council.  She  will  devote 
some  time  to  research  and  study.  Our  ap- 
preciation of  her  services  may  be  expressed, 
but  it  cannot  be  measured. 

Those  who  attended  the  1935  Triennial 
Meeting  in  Greensburg  will  remember  Dr. 
Seesholtz,  her  challenging  message  and  her 
gracious,  charming  personality.    Miss  Sees- 
holtz wrote  the  December  prayer  for  the  1937 
t     Prayer  Calendar  and  in  a  letter  written  on 
!     Thanksgiving  Day,  she  says,  "I  like  the  calen- 
I     dar,  thank  you.    Thank  you  for  asking  me  to 
I     write,  it  is  a  privilege  to  lead  in  prayer.  .  .  . 
i     Mother  likes  the  calendar,  too,  and  it  is  the 
I     one  we  shall  use  in  the  living  room  by  the 
I     desk.    So  we  shall  be  praying  each  month's 
i     prayers  with  you  all." 

i]  In  her  message  to  the  Council  and  its 
ij  friends  as  she  left.  Miss  Seesholtz  said,  "And 
t  I  join  the  group  of  us  known  in  Christian 
I  service  as  'volunteer  workers'.  Strange  dis- 
i  tinction!  since  all  good  Christian  service 
1  without  regard  to  compensation  must  be  vol- 
j  unteer  in  character  or  spirit."  What  a  beau- 
tiful thought! 


Miss  Lowry,  the  new  secretary,  is  no 
stranger  to  us.  She  has  been  closely  asso- 
ciated with  Dr.  Seesholtz  in  administering  the 
program  of  the  Council  during  the  past  five 
years  and  was  Secretary  of  the  Work  among 
Migrant  families.  Miss  Lowry  will  still  con- 
tinue to  direct  the  Migrant  Work,  administer 
the  entire  promotional  program  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  the  entire  financial  program.  Asso- 
ciated with  Miss  Lowry,  and  carrying  vari- 
ous other  departments  of  the  service  of  the 
Council  of  Women,  is  a  new  Secretary,  Miss 
Charlotte  Mary  Burnham.  Miss  Burnham 
comes  with  excellent  specialized  training  and 
wide  experience  in  local,  denominational  and 
interdenominational  work. 

The  need  of  the  day  calls  for  an  increas- 
ing working  together  of  the  Protestant  forces 
that  there  may  be  an  impact  of  the  Christians 
of  the  country  on  the  issues  confronting  the 
world.  We  pray  God's  blessing  on  the  united 
work  of  the  Council  of  Women  for  Home  Mis- 
sions. 

A  Prayer 

Instill  in  me,  oh  Lord,  I  pray. 
The  will  to  do,  and  what  to  say; 
That  other  lives  may  know  the  joy 
That  nothing  ever  can  destroy. 

Mabel  Jenkins  Biehl. 
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World  Day  of  Prayer,  February  12,  1937 


LET  us  be  thinking  about  the  World  Day 
of  Prayer  and  how  a  wider  observance 
of  the  Day  may  be  made  possible  this  year. 
Never  has  there  been  a  greater  need  of  united 
prayer. 

Listen  in  for  the  morning  Devotional  Hour, 
8  to  8.15  A.  M.,  on  N.B.C.,  on  February  12th, 
and  watch  for  notices  of  other  broadcasts 


during  the  day. 

A  special  effort  is  being  made  to  have  a 
poster  hung  in  every  church  of  the  land,  that 
our  women  may  be  in  prayer  on  that  day. 
The  poster  is  9Vg  x  121/^  inches  and  is  priced 
at  5c.  A  full  explanation  of  the  program, 
etc.,  was  given  in  the  December  issue  in 
"Momentum  for  the  Meeting." 


Last  Year's  Day  of  Prayer  in  Shenchow 


ANNUAL  observerance  of  the  World  Day 
of  Prayer,  in  union  with  the  other  Prot- 
estant congregations  of  the  city,  has  about 
become  a  tradition  in  Shenchow,  China.  On 
the  afternoon  of  February  28,  1936,  a  fair 
proportion  of  the  women  of  our  congregation 
walked  the  mile  across  the  city  to  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  whose  women  were  hostesses 
this  year.  Their  Bible  Woman,  Mrs.  Ding, 
capably  directed  the  use  of  the  programs  as 
translated  from  the  printed  English  copy. 
Our  Bible  Woman,  Ruth  Liu,  gave  a  short 
address,  and  two  special  musical  numbers 
were  rendered  by  a  group  from  each  con- 
gregation. 


The  unavoidable  noise  due  to  the  church's 
proximity  to  the  busy  street  did  not  disturb 
the  attention  of  this  Oriental  audience  nor 
did  the  patter  of  restless  little  feet  in  their 
midst  prevent  concentration  on  the  prayers, 
scripture  and  hymns.  Doubtless,  the  pres- 
ence of  the  children  contributed  to,  rather 
than  detracted  from,  the  peace  of  mind  of 
mothers  and  grandmothers. 

The  present  peril  of  China  and  threat  of 
war  gave  a  fervency  to  prayers  for  World 
Peace  which  might  be  lacking  in  groups 
whose  countries  are  not  so  threatened. 

A.  Katharine  Zierdt. 

Shenchow,  China. 


Message  from  the  Secretary  of  Stewardship 

{To  be  given  at  the  March  meeting  of  the  society) 


Most  of  our  churches  had  a  tithing  cam- 
paign during  November.  Perhaps  some  of 
our  women  and  girls  discovered  what  a  joy 
it  is  to  be  able  to  give  more  to  the  Lord,  for 
the  extension  of  His  Kingdom,  and  to  help 
those  causes  in  our  Church  that  so  badly  need 
our  support.  Let  us  not  wait  until  the  next 
tithing  campaign,  but  let  us  resolve  that  when 


our  next  pay  envelope  or  allowance  is  due. 
that  we  will  put  by  a  certain  portion  of  it  for 
the  Lord's  work.  Have  a  particular  box  in 
which  to  keep  this  fund,  from  which  you  may 
draw  your  offerings,  and  if  you  try  this  plan 
for  six  months,  I  think  you  will  have  formed 
a  habit  which  you  will  never  want  to  dis- 
continue. 


Life  Members  and  Members  in  Memoriam 


Life  Members 

Eastern  Synod 
New  York  Classis — Mrs.  Bernhard  F.  May, 

136  Church  St.,  West  Roxbury,  Mass. 
Schuylkill    Classis — Winona    Bare  Ziegler 

(Mrs.  Howard  J.  B.),  Orwigsburg,  Pa. 
Wyoming  Classis — Mrs.  Harry  Horning,  218 

E.  Broad  St.,  West  Hazleton,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh  Synod 
Westmoreland  Classis — Miss  Emma  E.  Mick- 
ley,  531  Somerset  St.,  Johnstown,  Pa. 
West  New  York  Classis — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Kroe- 

bel,  537  Church  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Mrs. 


Mary  Jefferson,  537  Church  St.,  Buffalo, 
N.   Y. ;   Miss   Charlotte  Hohenstein,  156 
Masten  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Potomac  Synod 

Zion's  Classis — Mrs.  Lillie  Ramer.  Dover,  Pa. 
Members  in  Memoriam 
Eastern  Synod 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis — Mrs.  George  Nich- 
olas, S.  Whitfield  St.,  Nazareth,  Pa. 
Potomac  Synod 

Baltimore-Washington  Classis — Mrs.  Paul  C. 
E.  Hauser,  4002  Fernhill  Ave.,  Baltimore, 
Md. 
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Momentum  for  the  Meeting 
Materials  and  Methods 

I  Carrie  M.  Kerschner 

OFF  to  Africa!  The  beginning  of  Lent — 
February  10th,  will  find  our  missionary 
organizations  making  the  fascinating  "trek" 
to  Africa.  The  suggested  program  for  Feb- 
ruary fits  in  with  Race  Relations  Sunday, 
February  14th.  This  also  marks  the  culmina- 
tion of  the  season  allotted  to  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  during  which  period  all 
members  are  to  read,  "The  End  of  the  Be- 
^  ginning,"  60c,  Both  the  "season"  and  Race 
I  Relations  Sunday  imply  an  intermingling  of 
world  friendliness.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
,  any  line  of  demarcation  was  ever  made  be- 
tween "home"  and  "foreign"  missions.  The 
whole  inter-racial  situation  might  be  made 
an  object  of  prayer  not  only  during  the  month 
of  February  but  all  through  the  year. 

The  fact  that  the  Conference  on  the  Cause 
and  Cure  of  War  will  meet  at  the  Palmer 
House,  Chicago,  in  January,  reminds  one  of 
the  suggested  "Marathon  Round  Tables" — 
small  groups  of  ten  to  fifteen  persons,  prefer- 
ably men  and  women  who  agree  to  study  and 
discuss  international  issues  of  the  moment  as 
they  affect  the  United  States.  The  theme  for 
the  Round  Tables  is,  "The  Evolving  Foreign 
Policy  of  the  United  States."  Material  may 
be  procured  from  The  National  Committee  on 
the  Cause  and  Cure  of  War,  70  E.  45th  Street, 
New  York  City.  Let  us  "continue  to  educate 
and  inform  until  an  enlightened  and  effective 
public  opinion  is  reached"  for  "that  great  day 
when  wars  shall  cease,  and  men  shall  live  as 
brothers  in  a  unity  of  love." 

And  NOW,  for  Africa!  A  POSTER,  with 
an  ample  space  for  lettering  to  announce  your 
African  study,  may  be  ordered  from  M.  K.  W. 
Reicher,  Ph.D.,  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church,  1757  N.  Lake  Avenue,  Pasadena, 
California.  It  is  most  striking  and,  through 
special  courtesy,  10c  in  coin  will  bring  it  to 
you. 

MOTION  PICTURE  FILMS:  The  Religious 
Motion  Picture  Foundation,  140  Nassau 
Street,  New  York  City,  has  prepared  for  the 
Africa  mission  study  an  interesting  three-reel 
silent  motion  picture,  "Africa  Joins  the 
World."  The  film,  produced  under  the  super- 
vision of  Emory  Ross  (author  of  "Out  of 
.Africa,"  adult  study  book,  60c),  deals  with 
'"What  Africa  Is,"  "How  Africa  Lives"  and 
"From  Fetishes  to  Faith."    Rental  rate  for 


the  16  mm.  film  is  $1.25  per  reel,  $3.75  for 
the  entire  picture,  plus  transportation  charges. 

Other  Africa  films  available  from  this  or- 
ganization are  "David  Livingstone,"  6  reels, 
16  mm.,  $8.00;  "The  Word  of  God  in  Africa," 
1  reel,  16  mm.,  $1.25;  "Christian  Education 
in  Africa,"  1  reel,  16  mm.,  $1.25;  "Medical 
Missions  in  Africa,"  1  reel,  16  mm.,  $1.25. 
The  last  three  films  are  also  available  in  35 
mm.,  at  $2.00  each. 

DRAMATIC  material:  "Africa  Gives 
Thanks,"  10c;  symbolic  pageant,  simple  set- 
ting and  costumes,  11  characters.  "Robert 
and  Mary,"  25c,  thirteen  characters — true 
story  of  Moffats,  one  hour;  "Through  the 
Dark,"  15c,  one-act  play,  4  characters,  medi- 
cal mission  setting;  "Livingstone  Hero  Plays," 
15c,  four  dramatizations  for  juniors. 

As  we  write,  we  pause  for  a  moment  of 
tribute  to  and  thanksgiving  for  the  life  and 
writings  of  one  who  has  been  long  associated 
with  Africa — Jean  Kenyon  Mackenzie,  who 
passed  away  on  September  2.  "The  Glowing 
Ember  of  Prayer,"  by  Miss  Mackenzie,  is  a 
wonderful  devotional  reading.  The  leaflet  is 
only  2c,  but  5c  should  be  sent  if  it  is  to 
reach  you  via  first-class  mail. 

STUDY  AFRICA  with  these  additional 
visual  helps:  Africa  Picture  Stories,  primary, 
25c;  "How  to  Make  an  African  Village," 
25c;  "Boys  and  Girls  of  Africa,"  15c;  Loose 
Leaf  Series  No.  1,  Africa,  pamphlet  of  games 
and  songs,  15c.  For  Primary  children  and 
Beginners  (and  so  often  we  have  nothing  to 
offer  for  this  group)  :  "Children  of  the 
Chief",  by  Mary  Entwistle,  cloth,  50c,  paper, 
25c;  "The  Red  Friendly  Book,"  by  Muriel  R. 
Wray,  Boards,  40c;  "Kembo:  A  Little  Boy 
of  Africa,"  Winifred  E.  Barnard,  Boards,  50c; 
"Efiong:  A  Little  Boy  of  Africa,"  Ella  B. 
Flover,  Boards,  40c;  "Picture  Game  of 
Africa,"  20c.  For  Primary,  "The  Call 
Drum,"  75c;  "In  the  African  Bush"  (Jun- 
ior), 75c.  For  Young  People  and  Adults: 
"The  Land  and  Life  of  Africa,"  50c,  paper; 
"Fun  and  Festival  from  Africa,"  Catherine 
Miller  Balm,  25c,  paper;  "Thinking  with 
Africa,"  Milton  Stauff'er,  special  price,  25c; 
"Out  of  Africa,"  Emory  Ross,  60c,  paper, 
$1.00  cloth;  "Congo  Crosses,"  50c,  paper, 
$1.00,  cloth.  "Sons  of  Africa"  will  help  us 
appreciate  those  who  have  been  in  the 
"pageant  of  the  slowly  climbing  race."  Spe- 
cial price,  50c,  paper;  75c,  Boards. 

The  October  issue  of  The  Missionary  Re- 
vieiv  of  the  World  is  devoted  to  Africa — 45 
pages  of  most  helpful  articles,  25c. 
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The  June  and  July  issues  of  The  National 
Geographic  Magazine  contain  maps  and  pic- 
tures of  Africa. 

Last  call  for  The  World  Day  of  Prayer  ma- 
terial—Programs, 2c  each,  $2.00  per  100; 
poster,  5c;  call,  free;  history,  including  1935, 
5c  each. 

In  MARCH:  The  December  issue  of  The 
Missionary  Review  of  the  World  contains  an 
article  on  Rural  Newspaper  Evangelism,  page 
166.  It  may  be  included  with  the  material 
by  the  "witness"  from  Japan.  Extra  copies 
of  "A  Court  of  Inquiry — Give  Ye  Them  to 
Eat,"  are  8c,  3  for  20c.  The  suggestions 
listed  under  "Reading  with  a  Purpose,"  in- 
clude several  titles  of  Stewardship  books 
such  as,  "He  That  Giveth",  60c,  paper,  and 
"Christian  Materialism,"  60c.  Be  sure  to  plan 
for  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  General  Synod,  June  2, 
1937.  Present  the  special  events  scheduled 
for  the  summer:  Summer  Conferences  and 
Schools  of  Missions  (the  Church  School  Cal- 
endar contains  all  the  dates)  ;  The  National 
Denominational  Adult  Conference,  June 
21-24. 

Have  you  seen  the  50th  Anniversary  Cal- 
endars? One  society  has  been  obliged  to  send 
a  third  order.  "They  go  so  fast  we  cannot 
get  enough."  We  can  still  supply  them — 15c 
each,  $1.50  per  dozen  in  lots  of  twelve  or 
more. 

SPECIAL!  SPECIAL!  A  FOUR  months 
reduction  in  the  50th  Anniversary  Note 
Books — notices  were  sent  about  December 
1st  telling  of  this  special  offer  during  Advent 


and  the  Lenten  period — ending  with  March 
31st,  period  extended  if  the  use  warrants  the 
extension — $1.50  per  dozen  in  lots  of  twelve 
or  more.    Societies  may  sell  at  rate  desired. 

Societies  residing  in  the  area  of  the  East- 
ern Depository  order  from  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society,  416  Schaff  Building,  1.505 
Race  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Those  resid- 
ing in  the  area  of  the  Western  Depository 
order  from  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society, 
2969  W.  25th  Street,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Welcome  to  These  New  Societies! 
Ohio  Synod,  Northeast  Ohio  Classis — Trin- 
ity Church,  Manchester,  Ohio.  Organized 
October  19th,  1936,  by  Mrs.  R.  G.  Brubaker, 
17  charter  members.  Mrs.  Herbert  Wolfe, 
Clinton,  R.  D.  1,  Ohio,  is  the  president. 

Potomac  Synod,  Gettysburg  Classis — St. 
Luke's  Church,  Littlestown,  Pa.  Organized 
December  6th,  1936,  by  Mrs.  Royce  Schaef- 
fer,  12  charter  members.  Mrs.  Abram  Hofe, 
Gettysburg,  R.  D.  No.  9.  is  the  president. 
This  is  a  union  church  (Lutheran  and  Re- 
formed )  and  the  new  organization  is  a  union 
W.  M.  S.   

Mrs.  Annetta  H.  Winter,  a  member  of  the 
Educational  Commission  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  General  Synod,  with  her 
son,  Richard,  is  spending  the  winter  in  St. 
Petersburg,  Florida.  We  trust  that  her  stay 
in  the  sunny  south  may  restore  Mrs.  Winter 
to  her  former  good  health. 
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Girls'  Missionary 
Guild 

Ruth  Heinmiller,  Secretary 


Suggestions  for  the  February  Meeting 
Try  to  have  every  girl  read  the  book,  "The 
End  of  the  Beginning, "  by  Dr.  A.  V.  Cassel- 
man,  before  the  meeting.  For  reference  ma- 
aterial  for  the  program  use  the  two  leaflets, 
"Chen  Teh  Girls'  School"  and  "Ziemer  Me- 
morial Girls'  School,"  which  are  in  the 
packet. 

At  this  meeting  remind  the  departmental 
secretaries  to  bring  their  annual  reports  to 
the  March  meeting. 

Welcome  to  the  New  Guilds.' 

Eastern  Synod — St.  Paul's  Church,  Sellers- 
ville,  Pa.  Organized  by  Miss  Evelyn  Roth 
and  Miss  Margaret  Nace  with  15  charter 
members.  President,  Miss  Naomi  Wagner, 
33.5  Washington  Avenue,  Sellersville,  Pa. 

St.  Luke's  Church,  Lock  Haven,  Pa.  Or- 
ganized by  Miss  Sarah  Beck  with  14  charter 
members.  President,  Miss  Josephine  Gauntt, 
Henderson  Street,  Lock  Haven,  Pa. 

Ohio  Synod — Magyar  Church,  Toledo, 
Ohio.  Organized  by  Mrs.  Irene  T.  Nagy  with 
10  charter  members.  President,  Miss  Irene 
Kuruez,  2607  Consual  Street,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Potomac  Synod — Christ's  Church,  Cave- 
town,  Maryland.  Organized  by  Mrs.  Edward 
Plitt  with  seven  charter  members.  President, 
Miss  Elaine  Bachtell,  Cavetown,  Md, 

College  of  Chinese  Studies, 

Peiping,  China. 
Oct.  27,  1936. 

Dear  Guild  Girls: 

It  seems  a  long  time  since  our  ship 
moved  slowly  away  from  its  Seattle  wharf, 
while  gaily  colored  streamers  and  last  fare- 
wells breezed  along  behind. 

The  first  glimpse  of  China,  too,  made  our 
hearts  throb.  People,  people,  people — 
coolies  chanting  to  ease  the  load,  women 
begging  from  tiny  sampans,  while  their  little 
children  held  up  pleading  hands.  The  banks 
of  the  Whangpoo  River  seemed  almost  to 
move  with  those  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
needy  ones — for  whom  Christ  died.  Mother 
said,  as  we  stood  on  deck,  "You're  entering 
your  life  work,  Lucile,"  and  oh,  I  was  thank- 
ful that  God  had  permitted  you  and  me  to 
have  this  share  in  His  harvest  field. 


Customs  was  a  long  siege,  but  on  the  other 
side  Dad  was  waiting.  Several  interesting 
days  followed  with  Mother  and  Dad  buying 
Shanghai  groceries  and  other  supplies  for 
the  months  ahead.  Then  a  two  days'  trip 
brought  me  to  Peiping  and  this  comfortable 
hostel. 

Life  in  Peiping  seems  to  exist  on  many 
levels.  Here  at  the  College  of  Chinese 
Studies  approximately  seventy  students  from 
the  British  Isles,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  the 
States  troop  into  the  main  building  for 
classes;  there  is  volley  ball  playing  at  re- 
cess; and  at  four  in  the  afternoon  everyone 
dashes  out  of  the  building  with  the  merry 
remarks  and  laughs  common  to  school  life. 

Students  from  the  Chinese  universities  of 
the  city  make  splendid  friends  for  the  for- 
eigners. A  bi-monthly  club  of  the  two  races 
appears  to  have  very  jolly  times,  combining 
the  Chinese  and  English  languages  in  games 
and  programs.  Two  girls  from  a  nearby 
women's  college  walked  to  church  with  us  on 
Sunday.  Connie  Yuan  of  the  department  of 
music  is  as  charmingly  dainty  and  delightful 
a  girl  as  one  might  hope  to  know.  Truly  she 
is  a  jewel,  and  we  may  well  pray  that  God 
will  make  her  to  shine  brightly  for  Him  at 
her  school.  She  knows  of  only  one  other 
Christian  there.  Rose  Lee  lives  alone  with 
her  mother  and  rides  a  bike  to  college.  I'm 
praying  that  she  may  accept  Christ  as  her 
personal  Savior. 

And  then  there  is  another  level— the  street 
life.  We  girls  revel  in  the  chances  to  walk 
down  the  dusty  Peiping  streets,  stopping  to 
watch  a  funeral  or  bridal  procession  on 
"lucky  days,"  noticing  a  train  of  sleepy 
camels  or  a  patient  little  donkey  pulling  a 
too  heavy  cart,  laughing  about  the  street  car 
that  must  slow  down  for  a  drove  of  pigs. 
Ricksha  coolies  call  to  us  to  ride,  but  we  es- 
cape them  as  well  as  the  beggars.  The  shops 
seem  innumerable — the  rice  shops,  coffin 
shops,  bicycle  shops,  silk  shops,  cloisonne 
shops,  lacquer  shops,  photo  shops.  On  the 
sidewalks  men  stir  hot  chestnuts  in  an  iron 
pan,  and  there  are  stands  selling  fruits,  flow- 
ers, and  hot  breads.  A  traveling  barber 
saunters  past  with  his  equipment  (stool  and 
all  I  fastened  to  the  pole  across  his  shoulder. 
Especially  do  we  enjoy  the  faces  of  the  many, 
many  children;  in  fact,  we  love  the  street  life 
— sight,  sound  and  smell.  You  have  probably 
found,  too,  how  much  easier  it  is  to  be  moved 
by  physical  suffering  than  by  the  knowledge 
that  these  people  are  lost  without  Christ.  The 
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The  Outlook  of  Missions 


[January 


tremendous  need  would  overwhelm  one.  were 
it  not  for  the  quiet  assurance  that  God  calls 
you  and  me  to  follow  Him  into  the  one  bit 
of  work  he  has  for  each  of  us  who  yield  our 
lives  to  Him.  The  lansruage  study  offers 
ample  opportunity  for  humility  and  dili- 
gence, yet  even  in  the  classes  and  individual 
instruction  one  may  trust  God  hour  by  hour 
to  keep  the  mind  alert  to  grasp  meanings, 
pronunciation,  and  tones,  to  recognize  char- 
acters and  to  write  them.  The  assurance  that 
the  Lord  is  our  strength  makes  our  hearts 
yearn  more  for  those  who  have  no  peace — 

"For  He  satisfieth  the  longing  soul,  and 
filleth  tlie  hunsrv  soul  with  soodness." — 
Psalm  107:  9.    "  ■ 

In  our  devotions,  in  tlie  quiet  alone  times, 
let's  all  pray  believingly  that  numbers  of  the 
universitv  students  and  street  folk  be  led  to 
Christ  in  1937. 

Lovingly  yours. 

LUCILE  H.\RTMAN. 

Mission  Band 

Ruth  Heinmiller,  Secretary 

Suggestions  to  Leaders 

THE  annual  reports  showed  that  more  chil- 
dren had  participated  in  the  Reading 
Course  for  Boys  and  Girls  than  ever  before. 
Tliis  encouraging  report  challenges  us  to  in- 
crease that  number  this  vear.  If  vou  have 
a  public  library  in  your  communitv  have  vou 
checked  with  the  librarian  tlie  Reading 
Course  books  that  are  available  in  the  li- 
brary ? 


Plan  with  the  children  a  way  in  which 
more  books  may  be  secured  for  the  church 
library.  Let  them  give  a  book  partv  in 
which  tliey  may  represent  characters  in  the 
books  on  the  Reading  Course.  Thev  could 
also  dramatize  parts  of  some  of  the  books. 
Book  mark  invitations  could  be  made  and 
distributed  by  the  children  to  their  parents 
and  friends.  After  an  explanation  of  the 
Reading  Course  for  Bovs  and  Girls  let  the 
children  gather  a  silver  oflfering. 

Have  you  distributed  the  Thank  Offering 
Friendships  for  1937  to  the  children  and  told 
them  how  their  Thank  Oflfering  is  helping 
others?  For  an  interesting  story  about  the 
Indian  School  at  Xeillsville  refer  to  THE 
MESSENGER— November  26th.  1936— p.  15. 

The  \^  orld  Day  of  Prayer  is  February 
12tli.  1937.  Children  will  not  be  in  school 
on  that  day  and  will  be  able  to  participate  in 
a  service  especially  prepared  witli  and  for 
them.  The  children's  program.  '"Come  L  nto 
Me.  Children  of  Every  Land."  may  be  ob- 
tained from  your  Literature  Depositories  for 
one  cent  each  or  75  cents  per  100. 

Welcome  to  These  New  Mission  Band?! 
Ohio  Synod — 

Mt.  Zion  Church.  Beavercreek  Charge. 
Xenia.  Ohio.  Organized  by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Re- 
noll  with  10  charter  members. 

Eastern  Synod — 

Howard.  Pa.  Organized  by  Mrs.  George  R. 
Johnson  with  10  charter  members. 


(Continued 

to  her  teacher  when  she  came  to  Sunday 
school.  She  had  earned  it  washing  clothes 
for  some  family  in  Pinalejo:  her  mother 
wanted  to  use  the  money,  so  she  brought  the 
'iempira"  to  her  teacher  so  that  it  would  be 
in  safe  keeping  until  tlie  books  were  sold.  I 
wonder  how  our  boys  and  girls  at  home 
would  like  to  earn  their  text  books  tlius.  Tliis 
ambitious  girl  must  even  earn  the  twelve 
cents  a  month  to  pay  for  her  own  and  her 


■om  Page  23) 

brothers"  schooling.  The  fathers  and  mothers 
don  t  help  their  children  much  here  in  Pina- 
lejo to  get  an  education.  They  must  help 
themselves. 

Rumilia  is  going  to  pass  her  First  Grace 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  I  am  sure.  I  an:  so 
glad  that  I  didn't  say  she  was  too  old  i  rr 
teaching  when  she  came  to  me  that  June 
morning  when  we  began  our  first  Evangelical 
school  here  in  Pinalejo. 


Cliauge*  in  Classical  Directory 


Westmoreland  Classis — 

Secretary  of  Organization  and  Membership, 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Hershey.  Irwin.  Pa. 

Secretarv  of  Stewardship.  Mrs.  David  For- 
sythe.  Larimer,  Pa. 


^orth  Carolina  Classis — 

President— Mrs.  W.  H.  Causey.  203  Gloria 
Ave..  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  {Change  of  ad- 
dress. > 
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oj  Arrival       Name  Reside  nee 

KfV.  J.  (iiiss.  D.I)  l!iii|im' 

Mrs.  .1.  (iass   Kaipiir 

Miws  M.  Adcic  Wol)us  Iiulia 

Miss  I'llisc  Kflllcr  I'aisai)liaili  r 

Mis.  IIcIi'm   K.  .Suai'i-  I'aisai)lia(lci- 

Kcv.  II.  A.  I''ci<'ial)cfiil  Kliariai 

Mrs.  II.  A.  I''<'i('ial)i'iiil  kliariar 

Ufv.  .1.  ('..  Kociii^  I'ai sahliailcr 

Mrs.  ,1.  (!.  Kix'iii^  I'arsaMiadcr 

Rev.  Tlu'i).  (!.  .Si'vliold  liaipiir 

|{fv.  M.  1'.  Davis,  D.D  Maliasamim<l 

Mrs.  M.  I'.  Davis  MaliasaimiiHl 

lii-v.  John  11.  Si'luill/.  .  .  .  liailaljiiir  ('.liaiiilkiiri 
Mrs.  .loliii  II.  Si'liiill/..  .  .  .  I!ailal|iiii'(:liaiiilkiii  i 

lu'v.  Ariiiin   I''.   Mi'>('i'  Kliariar 

Mis.  Ariiiin   F.  Mcvcr  Kliariar 

Kcv.  M.    I'.   Alhrcclil  Cliaiuiraiiiir 

Mrs.  M.   I'.   Alhri'clil  Cliamlrapin 

Miss  I.ydia   A.  Kics  India 

Miss  Diirollica   S.    liici  lins  I'aisaMiadri 

Dr.  Mihon  C.  i.an;!  'lilda 

Mrs.  Miltnii  C.  I.aiif;  'I'ilda 

Miss  llcdwiji  ScliadCr   I!ai|iiir 

Hcv.  Miiiil  W.  Mcii/fl  I!isiam|iiir 

Mrs.  Kiiiil  W.  Mcn/cl  I>isiain|iiir 

.Sislcr  Minnie  I..  Cadi.  II.N  Tilda 

Ivcv.  Will.  T.  I5anr.  .Ir  I5isram|)iir 

Mrs.  Win.  T.  Haiir.  ,lr  liisrainpnr 

Dr.  K.  W.  Wliil.oinl.  Til.la 

Mrs.  K.  W.  WhiKoinl)  Tilda 

Mi88  M.  Maf;dalciw  Kioiddcr.  II.N. 

liailalpiii  -( lliandkiiri 

Dr.  FI.  n.  Cass  !!ailalpiii-( lliandknri 

Mrs.  II.   II.  Cass  Iiailal|>iir Cliandknri 

.Sislcr  Alma  .limficriiiann.  K.N  Tilda 

Hcv.  Ilainid  C.  Ficnnd.  M.I)  Tilda 

Hcv.  Tlico.  Esscj)afiKcrs.  .  I'ailalpiir  ( iliandkiiri 
Mrs.  Tlico.   Esschaji^crs.  .  Hailalpiir  (  iliaiidkiii  i 

.Im'AN 

Hcv.  David  I!.  .Sclincd<'r.  D.D..  I.IJ)..  ..Scn.lai 

Mrs.  David  li.  .Sclmcdcr  Scnilai 

Rev.  Taiil  L.  (;crlianl.  I'd.D  S.^ndai 

Mrs.  I'anI  1,.  (wMliard  .Sciidai 

Miss  I?.   Callicrinc   I'ifcr  Tnkvo 

Kcv.  William  (',.  S.d|)lc.  I'li.l)  Scndai 

Mrs.  William  C.  .Sci|)lc  Scndai 

Miss  Marv  K.  Ccrliard  Scndai 

Kcv.  KInicr  II.  Zant-};.  Pli.D  S.-ndai 

Mrs.  F.lnicr  II.  /aiisfl  .Scndai 

Miss  Kale  I.  Hansen.  Mns.D  Scndai 

Miss  l.vdia  A.  I.indscv.  M.A  Scnilai 

Kcv.  Carl   D.  Kriclc.  D.D  .Scndai 

Mis.  Carl  I).  Kriclc  .Scndai 

Kcv.  Alfred  Ankency   .Scndai 

Mrs.  Alfred  Ankcn<-v   .Scndai 

Prof,  I''.   K.  Nieodciniis  Scndai 

Mrs.  F.  IJ.  Nieodeiniis  Scndai 

I'rof.  Oscar  M.  Slondl  Scndai 

Mrs.  Oscar  M.  Slmidl  Scndai 

Kcv.  Frank  I,.  F<'spcrman.  M.A  Scndai 

Mrs.  Frank  I,.  Fespciinan  Scndai 

Kcv.  W.  Carl  Nn^'cnl  Yama-iala 

Mis.  W.  Carl  Niijienl  Vaiiia"ala 
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,1  M'AN   ( ( lunliniied  I 
()/  Arrival       IS'aiiie  Hesidener 

Kev.  (ieiirf;c  .S.  Nnss  Amnori 

Mrs.  (ieorjie  ,S.   Noss  Aiiinori 

Kev.  (iillicrl   W.  Sehrner,  M.K.I'l  Mnrioka 

Mrs.  (iilhcrl  W.  .SchriH-r  IMori.ika 

Mr.  KuhiM   II.  (ierliard.  M.A  .Scndai 

Mrs.  Kolxrl  II.  (icrliard  .Scndai 

Kev.  Marcus  .1.  Fiifiidniaiiii  \\  akanial-iii 

Mrs.  Marcus  .1.  Fiijiclinann  \\  akanialsii 

Miss  Harriet  I'.  Sniilli  .Scndai 

Mr.  Charles  M.  I.eCallcv  .Scndai 

Mr.  Carl  .S.  Sipple  .Scndai 

Mrs.  (!ail  .S.  .Sipple  .Scndai 

Miss  Mar(iaiel  Carnian   .Scndai 

Miss  Alice   M.  Ilsle\  .Scndai 

Miss  Alma  C.  Nacfe  Scndai 

Miss  Marie  I.eidal   .Scndai 

China 

Mrs.  Marv  li.  Ilnv  Yoehnw 

Kev.  I'aiil  F.  Kelli'i.  D.I)  Wnchaii}: 

Mrs.  i'aul  F.  Keller  Win  han;; 

Kcv.  .1.  Frank  Kin  her.  M.A  SIicik  Ikhv 

Mrs.  .1.  I'Vank   liiuher  Sliciiclinvv 

Kev.  Fdwiii   A.   lieek.   M.A  Vdciiou 

Mrs.  I'.dwin  A.   Keck  ^Didmw 

Mi.ss  Alice  F.  Traill).  K.N  \  ,n  U„w 

Kcv.  Ward   llaitinan   ^  nnnsiii 

Mrs.  Ward  llailinan   V  iinnsiii 

Miss  Ccrlrudc  I!.  Hoy.  M.A  Voehow 

Miss  Mary  F.  Myers.  K.N  Voehow 

Miss  Minerva  .S.  Weil  Sliciu  liow 

Kev.  (icoijic  Kandolph  .Sindcr.  M.A. 

SliclieliDW 
Mrs.  (Jeorfic  Kandolph  .Sn\der.  M.A. 

.Slienchow 

Kev.  Sierliii^  W.  Whilcncr  Vcm  Iiow 

Mrs.  Slerlin^;  W.  Whilcncr  ^ocllou 

Miss  A.  Kalharine  /icrdi.  K.N  SIicik  Iiow 

Miss  Friia  .1.  Flaller  Voehow 

Kev.  I'aul  V.  Ta>loi.  I'li.D  Wu.lian- 

Mrs.  I'aul  V.  Ta\lor  Wueliaii;i 

l!ev.  Tl  philns  I''.  Ilili;eman  Viiehow 

Mrs.  Tlieopliiliis  I'".  Ilil^senian  Ndeiiou 

Mr.  .iohii  I).  Iteck  Vochou 

Mrs.  .lohn  I).  Il.-i  k  Voe  how 

Miss  Helen    I'!.    Krowii  Slienchow 

Miss  l.iicilc  C.  Ilarlinan  I'cipinf; 

In  VI,) 

Kev.  jed'ersiiii   (!.  (di'ssncr  kiikiik 

Mrs.  .Iid'cison  (!.  (Jlessiicr  kiiknk 

I  lllMII  II  vs 

Ki-v.  Harold  N.  Aiilcr  San  I'edro  Siila 

Mrs.  Harold  N.  Aider  San  I'edro  Sula 

Miss  Anna  1).  Itei  lilold  San  I'edro  Sula 

Miss  Flise   A.  Coepfarlh  San  I'edro  Sula 

Miss  Louise  V'ordciiher};    .....Sun  I'edro  Sida 

Kev.  I'"r.  Andres   \ kvu 

Mrs.  Fr.  Andres   ^ 

Miss  Kcrlha  M.  .S.dicidl  San  I'.dro  Siila 

Miss  Louise  Km/   San  I'imIid  Sula 

Kev.  Waller  H.  Ilerrschcr  Fiiialcj,. 

Mrs.  Waller  II.  Ilerisch,.r  I'iuah-io 

Sislcr  lliiM.i  Siiiiiu.  K.N  S.m  I'l'dro  Sula 


MISSIONARY  GIFTS  THAT  PAY 

By  an  Annuity  Agreement  with  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  your  missionary 
gift  will  provide  you  an  income  as  long  as  you  live.  You  will  have  the  double  joy 
of  knowing  that  you  have  a  sure  income  for  life  and  that  your  money  is  permanently 
invested  in  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Give  While  You  Live 

An  Annuity  Agreement  is  better  than  a  will.  In  the  settlement  of  estates  there 
are  frequent  uncertainties,  often  litigation  and  always  delay  in  payment.  No  matter 
how  carefully  provision  is  made  by  will  for  future  gifts,  the  purpose  of  the  testator 
is  often  defeated.  Last  year  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  lost  $16,000.00  which 
consecrated  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  decided  to  give  to  the  extension  of 
their  Master's  Kingdom.  It  was  used  up  and  dissipated  in  delays,  fees,  taxes  and 
selfish  litigation.  The  Church  got  none  of  it.  Be  your  own  executor  by  making  an 
annuity  gift,  and  you  will  know  that  your  money  goes  where  you  want  it  to  go. 

Annuity  Advantages 

You  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  your  gift  helps  to  extend  the 
Kingdom  of  God  in  the  world  now.  You  will  be  assured  of  a  dependable,  regular, 
unchanging,  promptly-paid  income  as  long  as  you  live.  Annuities  insure  you  against 
loss  of  principal,  relieve  you  of  uncertainties  and  worry  caused  by  changing  values 
of  invested  funds.  You  are  freed  from  financial  anxiety  and  worry  in  advancing 
years,  and  your  old  age  may  be  spent  in  peace,  comfort  and  the  spiritual  satisfaction 
of  faithful  stewardship. 

It  Is  Safe  and  Sure 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  was  the  first  organization  in  the  Reformed 
Church  to  issue  Annuity  Agreements  thirty-five  years  ago.  In  all  this  time  the  Board 
has  neither  delayed  nor  defaulted  an  annuity  payment.  Back  of  this  guarantee  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  is  the  sturdy  loyalty  of  the  entire  Church. 

The  Annuity  Income 

Payment  is  made  promptly  to  the  annuitant  every  six  months  from  the  receipt 
of  the  gift.  The  rate  of  income  is  determined  by  the  age  of  the  annuitant.  It  is 
unchangeable  and  fixed  for  life.  The  rates  are  set  by  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Church.  Annuity  Agreements  are  issued  to  persons  of  any  age  for  any  sum  of  $100.00 
or  more.  Annuity  Agreements  are  also  issued  for  two  persons  and  the  annuity  is 
payable  as  long  as  either  person  lives. 


There  are  many  faithful  stewards  in  the  Church  who  would  like  to  set  apart  a 
portion  of  their  money  for  the  Lord's  work,  but  who  need  the  income.  The  Annuity 
Agreement  plan  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  enables  these  good  people  to  make 
the  desired  gift  and  at  the  same  time  provides  them  the  income  they  need  from  the 
money  which  they  gave. 

For  application  blanks,  rates  and  information,  apply  to 

REV.  A.  V.  CASSELMAN,  D.D.,  Secretary 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 


1505  Race  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
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